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I xxow not who my parents were. I 
was found, when an infant, wrapped in 
rags on a cobler's bulk, in Weſtminſter, 
The pariſh officers ſent me to the poor- 
houſe; and, when I was capable of in- 
ſtruction, they ſent me to the r 
ſchool. 
When I had n to * and Ante, 


I was bound, for a ſervant, to Mr. Skinner, 


a neighbouring attorney.  My- miſtreſs 
grew fond of me; ſhe was a very pious” 
woman; ſhe taught me my prayers. and 
f A | catechiſm, * | 
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catechiſm, and made me read to her every 
night, and repeat chapters and pſalms, till 
I had nearly got half the Bible by rote. 
As my maſter uſed to fend me on many 
errands and meſſages, and to entruſt me 
with little matters of money on ſuch occa- 
fions, on finding me always punctual and 
honeſt to him, he began to love me almoſt 
as much as my good miſtreſs did. 
But now came on my firſt falling away 
from all goodneſs. I was about twelve 
years old, when, in a curſed hour, my 
maſter ſent me to a diſtant part of the 
town, with a bill to pay ſome money, and 
bring to him back the change. The change 
amounted to about four pounds in glittering 
filver. It appeared a mint of money. I 
never had been in poſſeſſion of fo large a 
heap; and I fighed, and ſaid to myſelf, 
How bleſſed muſt they be who are become 
the rich owners of ſo much money! Then 
ſome one ſeemed to whiſper me, that 1 
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vas the owner; and again ſome one ſeemed” 
to whiſper me, that I was not the owner. 

Then 1 would go forward toward my 
maſter; and again I would ſtop and go 
aſide, Then I would thruſt my hand into. 
my pocket, and feel the greatneſs of my 
treaſure, then turn to the wall, and lay 

the brightneſs of it before my eyes. Then, 
I would run a piece off, as hurried away 

by the force of the temptation; and again 
I would delay, and ftop, and turn, and 
ſtrive to force myſelf homeward. Till, 

what, with doubting and delaying, and 
from ing af and on, and going backward | 
. 1 2 that if I went 
now get nothing but blame 


and beating: and ſo I took a head, and ran 
into the country as faſt as Wy. feet could 
carry me. 

And I den miyfalf out of bebe 7 
time to time, I would lock back and look 
back, and run on and run on, in the 
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thought that m maſter, or ſome one from 
him, was at my heels. But often ſince 1 
have reflected, and was perſuaded in my 
mind, that my kind maſter and miſtreſs 
had not the leaſt ſuſpi picion of me, but rather 
inquired and ſorrowed after me, as being 
murdered or kidnapped from them; and 
this alſo was, at times, a great grief of 
heart to ine. 

When I was quite tired and jaded, and 
night came on, I turnen uß to a ſorry kind 
of an inn, or rather alebouſe, which I hap- 
pened to be near. But, as I feared every 
thing, I had the cunning to I my 
treaſure, and' taking a penn) my 
pocket, I begged the woman of the houſe, 
for that and charity's ſake to give me a 
little bread and milk, and ſome hole to lie 
in. 

Having finiſhed my "Ja I was ſhewn 
to a kind of hovel under the ſtairs, where, 
throwing myſelf on ſome ſtraw with * 
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of a blanket over me, I fell faſt as a rock. 
Awakening however, about midnight, or 
ſomewhat after, and ſeeing all dark about 
me, and no creature near hand; I began 
to tremble greatly; and then I wiſhed to 
ſay my prayers, but I did not dare to pray; 
and ſo I lay ſweating and trembling, and 
trembling and ſweating, till the dawning- 
of the day brought ſome relief to my ſpi- 
rits. 

Having breakfaſted at the coſt of a ſecond 
penny, I ſet out, though not with my for- 
mer ſpeed; for reflecting that I had not 
my livery on, but a ſmall frock coat, I 
was under the leſs fear of being known. 
However, I puſhed on as well as I was 
able, wanting ſtill to get as far from dan- 
ger as poſſible. And indeed I hoped, by 

going on ſtill farther and farther, to get 

away from my own fears and from * 
own conſcience. 


What 
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What miſery did I not endure. at that 
ſeaſon ? The truſt I had in my treaſure 
began now to abate, the dread of loſing it 
alſo brought new troubles upon me ; peace 
was baniſhed from within me; and with- 
out there was no place Ren I might fly 
for reſt. _ 

On the fifth morning of my travels, hays; 
ing expended what halfpence and ſmall 
ſilver I had; I took out half a crown, and 
offered it to the man of the houſe, deſiring 
him to return what was over the reckoning. 
As he took it, he gave me a look that I 
thought went through me, and continuing 
to ſtare me in the face, he ſhamed me ſo, 
that I was conſtrained to turn aſide. He 
' gave me the change, however, and I ſet 
forward on my journey, all trembling, 
and apprehending I knew not what. 

1 had not gone above a mile, when, 
meeting a dirty road, I turned over a ſtile 
that led to a pu through | the fields. Here 

I walked 
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I walked on a little way, when, turning, 
I ſaw my landlord making long ſtrides 
after me; whereupon my heart beat, and 
my knees grew ſo weak under me, that I 
ſtood as ſtill as a ſtone. 

He came quickly up with me, and ſeiz- 
ing me by the neck, he caſt me on my 
back. Ha! you young rogue, ſays he, let 
us ſee what money you have got. Then, 
diving into my pockets, he pulled out the 
whole ſtock in which I truſted for happi- 
neſs, O, you little dog of a yillain, from 
whom have you ſtolen all this treaſure ? 
But I muſt go and return it to the right 
owner, O, good Sir, good Sir, I roared 
out, will you not leaye me a little? ever 
ſo little, dear Sir, to keep me from ſtarv- 
ing? But he was deaf to my cries and 
prayers, and away he went. 
Hope, the laſt comfort of the miſerable, 
now forſook me. I curſed, at my heart, 
the wy on which Fi Was born; and I lay 
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a long time, as one who had no uſe for 
limbs, or any farther way to travel upon 
earth. At length I broke out into ſhouts 
and a great guſh of tears, and having got 
ſome eaſe by venting my ſorrows, I roſe, 
by a kind of inſtinct, and went on I knew 
not whither. 
Growing hungry after noon, I would 
willingly have begged the charity of paſ- 
ſengers ; but this I did not dare to do, for 
fear they ſhould aſk me whence I came, 
and who I was, and whereto I was going; 
queſtions to which I could give no very 
honeſt anſwer. So I bore my hunger as 
well as I could, till coming at night to a 
hovel where a farmer kept bis pigs, I made 
way for myſelf among them, and flept in 
the ſtraw till morning. 
The day following, as I paſſed flowly 
and half famiſhed through a ſmall village, 
my eye catched at a penny loaf that lay 
on a little ſhop window which jutted into 
5 the 
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the ſtreet. I looked here and there, and 
peered into the ſhop, and was juſt going 
to ſeize the ready and tempting ſpoil;; 
when ſomething whiſpered at my heart, 
Do not touch it for your life, ſtarve, ſtarve 
rather than offer to ſteal any more; and ſo 
I tore myſelf away, and running as faſt as 
I could, for fear of turning back, I at laſt 
got elear off from che reach of * wenne 
tation. 8 
When I had travelled ſomething fates, 
L got into an encloſed country, where 
there were hedges on every ſide, with 
plenty of haws and bramble-berries on 
every buſhs;,. And here I filled my belly 
with berries to ſerve me for dinner; and I 
ſtuffed my pockets with haws againſt I 
ſhould want. Upon this I grew wonderful 
glad that I had not taken the loaf ; and 
peace again began to come upon my mind; 
and, about night fall, having reached a 
copſe on one fide of the road, I crept like 
_ hare, 
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a hare, under the ſhelter of the buſhes; I 
then ſupped upon my haws, after which L 
kneeled down, and half ventured at a 
prayer to God ; and gathering up in my 
form, I ſlept happily till morning. 

Having lived thus for ſome days, I came 
into an open country, where there was 
ſcarce any path, nor any haw or berry 
within many a mile. I now began to grow 
ſick and faint with hunger ; and again my 
fickneſs went off, and I became ſo greedy 
and ravenous, that I was ready to eat'my 
own fleſh. from the bones. Soon after, 1 
ſpied, at a diſtance, a confuſed heap of 
| ſomething at the root of a great tree that 
grew in the open fields, I made up to it 
in expectation of I knew not what; and 
found an old beggar-man faſt aſleep in his 
patched cloak, with a bundle of ſomewhat 
beſide him. 

Inſtantly I opened his litfle baggage, 


when to my 3 tranſport, a large 
luncheon 
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luncheon of brown bread, with ſome half- 
pence, ſtruck my eyes. I did not heſitate 
a moment about ſeizing the bread ; for I 
could no more withſtand the cravings of 
my appetite at the time, than I could. 
withſtand a torrent ruſhing down a bill. 
Having appeaſed my ſtomach, I began to 
demur about what I ſhould do with the re- 
mainder of the bread, and felt a motion or 
twolnclining me toleave it behind me. But 
** no, ſaid I to myſelf; this is all the bread 
that I have, or may ever have during 
** life, and I know not where to get a bit 
in the whole world; beſide, Ido this man 
no harm in taking it away, fince I 
leave him money enough wherewith to 
buy more.” $So put the bread in my 
pocket, and went on my way, leaving 
behind me about four or five pence in the 


Wrapper. | 
I had not gone far, however, before I 


ſaid to myſelf again. This man is a beg- 3 
KS gar 
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<« gar by trade, and gets halfpence from 
every paſſenger that goes the road. But 
alas, no one living has any pity upon 
** me; and fo to ſtarve alive, or take the 
*© money, is all the queſtion.” So ſaying, 
or ſo thinking, I went back on tiptoes, and 
ſtooping and ſeizing my prey, I flew away 
like lightning. 

As ſoon as I had got out of the reach 
and fight of the poor man, the firſt motion 
I felt was the joy of having ſuch a prize; 
but I had not gone far till this joy was 
much abated, my ſighs began to n 
and my tears to flow apace. 

That night, I took up my lodging in a 
waſte hut that lay a little way off the road. 
But though, as I thought, I had plenty of 
bread, and money enough about me; yet 
I found myſelf exceeding heavy, and L 
was not able to pray, as I did the fore- 


going nights. 


During 
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During all this time, I neither knew 
where I was, nor whereto I was going, 
nor any thing more of my travels than that 
I came from London. When I had ſpent 
to my laſt penny, and was walking, flow 
and melancholy, on a by-path that led 
through ſome woody lawns, I heard the 
voice of merriment, and, quickly after, 
perceived a group of gy pſies that came from 
behind ſome trees. _ 
As I ſaw that I could not eſcape them, 
I gathered ourage, and went forward, 
when, coming up, they topped and eyed 
me with much attention, and made a ring 
about me, Where are you going, my | 
child? ſays a man with a broad girdle and 
a very formidable beard. Indeed, Sir, 
ſaid I, I cannot tell. And where did you 
come from then? From London, Sir, fo 
pleaſe you. From London, Child? why, 
that is a very great way off. And pray 
what made you leave London ? To get 
B away 
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away from my maſter. But I hope you 
did not come away empty, you brought 
ſomething from him, did not you? Some 
little matter, good Sir, but I was robbed of 
it on the way, Hereupon, this venerable 
regent ſmiled, and turning to his depen- 
dents, As far as I ſee, ſaid he, this chap 
will anſwer our purpoſe to a hair. 

Here one of the females aſked if I was 
hungry; and on my anſwer in the affir- 
matiye, they all invited me with a jovial 
air to dinner. We then turned a diſtance 
off from the path wherein we had met, and 
gradually deſcended into one of the plea- 
ſanteſt ſpots in the world. It was a dell 
ſurrounded with hills, ſome of which were 
ſlanting, ſome headlong and impending, 
and all covered qr ſpotted with groups. of 
trees, of difterent heigths, ſorts, and colours; 
through which there deſcended a gurging 
rivulet, which, having rolled over ſtones 
and pe bles, grew Gilent i in a ſmall lake, 

that 
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that reflected the circling objects from the 
hills around. 

Immediately nature's carpet was covered 
with a large cloth of fine damaſked linen. 
The age Was taken from the ſhoulders 
of the bearers; and before I well could 
obſerve what they were about, there was 
ſpread, as by art magic, before my eyes, 
the moſt various and ſumptuous banquet I 
had ever beheld. Down inſtantly ſunk 
the gueſts ; ſome ſitting, like the Turks, 
croſs- legged; while others lolled, like the 
Romans, beſide each other. 

As they had travelled far that day, they - 
all ate in filence; and, in a ſhort ſpace, 
the burden of the Inggage-carriers was 
pretty much lightened. In the mean time, 
ſome aroſe, aud unladed two 'affes of the 
creels which they carried. The cloth then 
was quickly emptied of the cold fowls and 
baked meats, with the loins of beef and 
mutton ; and leather jacks, that contained 

| B 2 plenty 
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plenty of the beſt wines and other liquors, 
were ſet before us. Theſe, again, were 
decanted into clean japanned pitchers ; and 
a japanned cup, of equal meaſure, was 
given into every hand. 
Then began mirth and jollity to flow 
round with the cups; never did I ſee ſo 
pleaſant, ſo gleeful a company. Joke and 
banter, without offence, were bandied from 
every ſide; and burſts of laughter were 
echoed from the anſwering hills. 2 
As ſoon as I was warmed, and my heart 
opened by what I drank, they all expreſſed 
a liking and kindneſs for me, and requeſted 
that I would tell them my ſtory, without 
diſguiſe. Accordingly I made an ingeni- 
ous confeſſion of all the matters related. 
But, inſtead of meeting thoſe reproofs which 
4 I expected for my wickednels, they jointly 
began to ridicule m y ſeruples, and put t9 
ſhame the little ſhame that 1 had of my 
evil-deeds, * 
BI 
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My child, faid their ancient governor, 
when you have been a ſufficient time with 
us, you will then learn what it is to be 
wiſe and to be happy. You will then know 
that religion is nothing but hypocriſy or 
faſhion. There are thouſands and ten 
thouſands of religions upon earth, all con- 
trary, and fighting the one againſt the 
other. People pretend to fear God, when 
it is the fear of the laws alone that is 
before their eyes. God is not to be feared, 
but to be loved, my ſon, for he is a very 
gracious and a bountiful God. He gave 
the heavens, in common, to the birds of 
the air. He gave the feas, and rivers alſo, 
in common to the fiſhes, And he gave 
this whole earth in comman to mankind. 
But great people, and people of power, 
have ſeized it all to themſelves, and they 
have made to themſelves poſſeſſions and 
properties by fences and inclofures ; and 
they have again incloſed theſe inclofures, 
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by laws of their own making, whereby the 
poor are to be puniſhed, when they attempt 
to reclaim any part of the natural rights 
with which God had gifted them. But 
when the. poor, without fear of the laws, 
can gain any thing from the rich and the 
mighty, who have robbed them of their 
rights, they may ſurely do it with a ſafe 
and an honeſt conſcience. And now know, 
my child, that you are come among thoſe 
who, of all people, can beſt defend yo 
and make you happy. We are of that 
ſort of the poor who are above the rich 
and the mighty, by being above the laws; 


for they can framg,no laws which are of 


any more force than the web of a 
ſpider. 8 
So ſpoke this formidable FE ; and, 
indeed, however ſtrange it may ſeem, I 
ſaw the latter part of his affertiqn fully 
verified by practice. I continued among 
this very ſingular and wonderful people, near 
8 the 
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the ſpace. of three years ; during which 


time they initiated me into all the arts and 


myſteries of their manifold iniquities. No 
fetters could hold them; no priſons could 
contain them; no bolts or locks could ſe- 
cure the treaſure of the wealthy from them. 

By the means of ſpells or certain odours, 
as it were by inchantment, all beaſts be- 
came ſubje& to them; the wildeſt horſe 
would ſtand for them; the fierceſt maſtiffs 
did not dare to bay or growl at them ; ſo 
that all bleaching grounds, yards, and gar- 
dens, were as open to their invaſion as the 
highway. They aſſumed all ſhapes, and 
almoſt all ſizes. .Theybecame viſible and 
inviſible, known or uffMown at pleaſure ; 
for every different dreſs they bad a diffe- 
rent countenance and ſet of features; ſo 
that their daily intimates could not know 
them, except by appointed words or to- 
kens. And thus, without violence or 
apparent fraud, without buſtle, indictment, 


or accuſation on any fide, they over- ruled 


the 
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government, and held, as it were, the 
purſes of the whole nation in their hands., 
Though they never appeared by day, 
except ſingle, or in ſmall parties of ten or 
_ fifteen at moſt, yet they kept their ſtate 
entire, by quick and conſtant intelligence. 
Beſide, their prince, or principal potentat 
who was the perſon that firſt accoſted me, 
they had adeputy governor for every ſhire; 
and, at convenient. diſtances, houſes of 
common reſort for the fraternity. Here 
their victuals were dreſſed and their pro- 
viſions laid in; and here alſo were depoſited 
the ſpoils of the public, which, when con- 
verted into moneꝶ, was locked in a ſtrong 
box, one tenth for the uſe of the ſociety 
on any emergence, and the other nine for 
the benefit of the ſpoilers, in proportion to 
their reſpective ranks and merits. _ 

Before we roſe from our late mentioned 
feſtival, an ancient female fortune-teller 
chucked me under the chin, and ſaid, 'Do 
eee you 
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| you know, my dear, where this ſame 
kind landlord lives, who robbed yon of 
your money? All I know, ſaid I, is, that 
he lives in a little town, at the ſign of a 
white croſs, and near to a great windmill. 
What, cried one of the men, my old hoſt 
Jerry Gruff ? He hates that any except 
himſelf ſhould proſper by their ingenuity. 
1 owe that fellow a fling, cned another, 
for once attempting to. circumvent, me in 
his own houſe. Well, my lad, ſays 
Geaffry, the old governor, his houſe, lies 
| directly in the way of our circuit ; and, 
for your encouragement, I promiſe, you 
| that he ſhall refund you. every penny of 
| the money be took from you. . | 
The luggage being now up, we went 
back on the beld path by which I came; 
and coming to a great road, we divided 
| into ſmall parties, who were appointed to 
meet at the rendezvous, where we ſupped 
merrily , and flept ſoundly for that night. 


We - 
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We ſet out, the next morning, by dawn 
of day, and entering ſoon after upon a 
common, we ſaw a parcel of horſes: feed- 
ing without a keeper. Immediately three 
of the likelieſt were taken from the reſt. 
Out came ſciffars, and other implements, 
with phials of colouring eſſences, and to 
work went many hands, when, in leſs 
than five minutes, had the owners come 
up, they could not have found a fingle 
mark of their own property upon them. 
And indeed I have frequently known ſome 
of thoſe my ingenious brotherhood, ſo very 
audacious as to fell, in public market, the 
cattle which they had ſtolen, to the very 
perſons from whom they were taken. 


As theſe people were never unprovided 


of their conveniencies, the horſes were 
quickly bridled and diſpatched, by ſeveral 
emiffaries, ſeveral ways, to ſummon the 
neighbouring brotherhood, on the third 
night, to meet near the white croſs with 
their appointed apparatus. 

Accord» 
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Accordingly, on the evening of the 
night required, we arrived on a little hill 
that ſtood oppoſite to the houſe of my con- 
ſcientious landlord; and, ſoon after, we 
were joined by ſeveral parties, from ſeveral 
ſides, amounting to about a hundred and 
twenty perſons, with parcels of I knew | 
not what upon aſſes, &c. The packs were 
quickly opened, and from thence were pro- 
duced black and flame-coloured gowns, 
flambeaux, hoofs, and horns, and vizards 
of horrid aſpect and terrific dimenſion. 
In a hurry, we were all fitted with our 
reſpective dreſſes and characters. A large 
p iſteboard coffin was covered with a white 
ſheet, and exalted upon the ſhoulders of 
four fiery devils; and, as right began to 
fall dark and heavy upon us, a light was 
ſtruck, the .flams were lighted, one was 
put into every right hand; ſpeaking- trum 
pets, with other inſtruments of heart · ſink - 
wg ſounds, were put to many a mouth, 
and' 
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and we directly ſet out on our diabvlical 
proceflion. Some roared like bulls, others 
howled and bayed like dog; at a midnight 
moon, while others yelled articulately in 
the caterwauling gibberiſh ; in ſhort, the 
ſounds made ſuch a complication of horrors 
as no mortal ears could abide, nor mortal 

courage ſupport. | 
Mean while the town took the alarm, 
and began to be in commotion. Old and 
young quitted their houſes, and hurried 
hither and thither throngh the ſtreet. But 
as we advanced, they made backward; 
and running, or climbing, or ſcrambling 
up the hill, they gathered all in a body 
before the wind-mill. In the interim, we 
puſhed forward, and entered the inn, where, 
neither cat nor dog, nor living creature 
was left, ſave Goodman Gruff, who lay 
impotent of the gout, in an upper cham- 
ber. | 
While moſt of the company ſtaid rout- 
ng and ſearchipg the houſe below, Sigmor 
Geoffry 
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Geoffry led a few of us up ſtairs, He re-' 
preſented the perſon of Lucifer, whoſe 
name was impreſſed in flaming characters 
on his cap. On entering the room where 
landlord Gruff lay, Hark ye, Jerry, ſays 
Lucifer, - you ſneaking thief, you mean 
petty-larceny villain! how came you to 
rob a child, the other day, of the money 
which he gained under my influence and 
encouragement? I have a mind, you ſcoun- 
drel, to ſtrike you out of my lift of inn 
keepers. O, my good Lord Lucifer, cries 
Gruff, with a trembling voice, in my con- 

ſcience, now, I did not think that any kind 

of robbery would be an offence to your 

honour. You lie, you raſcal, you lie, 


cries Lucifer, the devil is a gentleman, 


he loves thoſe who rob the great, who. 
have robbed the little; but he hates your 
low -ſpirited ſcoundrels who rob the widow 
and the fatherleſs, and take from the little 
ones the little that they have. Why, 
0 C pray , 
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pray, my lord Lucifer, are you a Chriſ- 
tian? cries Gruff. A better one, raſcal, 
than you or any of your tribe ; for though 
I tremble, yet I believe. And I tell thee, 
Jerry, that I will make this generation to 
tremble ; but, as I think, the devil himſelf 
cannot bring them to believe. * 

During this confabulation, the with 
houſe, drawers and all, was gutted as clean 
as a fowl forſupper. So, without entering 
into any other habitation, away we march- 
ed, as in our former tremendous proceſſion; 
till, coming to ſome ſtanding water, we 
halted, and at a given word, we all toge- 
ther plunged our torches in the pool, and 
inſtant night fell upon all the world. 

Thus, from day to day, and year to 


year, while I continued with this people, 


I was witneſs to à variety of ſleights, de- 
ceits, impoſtures, metamorphaſes, and de- 


predations, without any inſtance of their 


being brought to condign puniſhment. One 
hs ** 
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of them, however, within my time, was 
detected, taken, impriſoned, brought to 
the bar, tried, and brought in guilty ; and 
yet found means to evade juſtice by the 
moſt marvellous piece of ſtratagem that 
ever Was. 2 
He was ſpied in the act of ſtealing a 
bay horſe. Freſh ſuit was made. He 
was ſeized, and loaded with irons in the 
dungeon of the county -gavl. On the day 
of trial the fact was proved by inconteſtible 
witneſſes ; and the jury, without quitting 
the box, pronounced the fatal word Guilty. 
Have you any thing to ſay, cried the 
judge, why ſentence of death ſhould not 
be pronounced againſt you? I can truly 
affirm, exclaimed the culprit, that I am as 
clear as the light of this matter ; that the 
beaſt which I took, then was, and, to this 
hour, is my own property ; and that there 
muſt be ſome wonderful miſtake in this 
bulineſs ; wherefore, my Lord, as I am 


C2 upon 


Denen 


upon life and death, I truſt that your cha- 
ritable indulgence will order this ſame 
horſe to be brought into court. The horſe 
accordingly was brought, and the culprit 
continued; Now, my Lord, be pleaſed to 
order the witneſſes to ſay whether this be 
the ſame horſe that I ſtole or not? The 
ſame, the ſame, cried the witneſſes, by 
virtue of our oaths. Be ſo good then, my 
Lord, to aſk them of what age this horſe 
was, at the time that I ſtole him? By 
virtue of the ſame oath, four years old, 
riſing five. Now, my lord, if you will 
continue your gracious indulgence, be 
pleaſed to order his mouth to be examined 
by ſome people ſkilled in ſuch mattes. 
This alſo was done by two or three jockeys 
of acknowledged judgment, who inſtantly 
cried. out, Why, my Lord, this horſe1s 
quite pafſed mark of mouth. 
Hereupon every perſon that was -pre- 
ſent looked aſtoniſhed, and filence was in 
Kays court 
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court for ſome minutes; till the culprit 
reſumed. There is but one requeſt more 
with which I ſhall trouble your Lordſhip, 
it is, that you would be pleaſed to ſend and 
examine whether this ſame horſe be a 
horſe or mare. This laſtly, was done, 
when the examiners cned out, A mare, 
my Lord, a mare, without any queſtion! 
Here the ſurpriſe and amazement of the 
court was redoubled. The jury looked 
down abaſhed ; the witneſſes ſlunk away 
in utter ſhame and confuſion ; and his 
Lordſhip inftantly ordered, that the pri- 
ſoner ſhould be diſmifſed without fees, and 
that the mare ſhould be reſtored to him as 
his proper goods, 
Now, the whole myſtery of the affair 
was merely this, that ſome of the frater- 
nity, the very night before the trial, had 
picked the lock of the ſable, and in the 
place of the horſe had ſubſtituted this mare, 
which they found or formed to ſo perfect a 
"WY reſem - 
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reſemblance of him, that no eye could 
diſcern the ſmalleſt diſtinction. 

During my ſojourn with theſe wretches, 
I found by dear experience, that between the 
birth and the grave, there are but two ſorts 
of happineſs of which man is capable. The 
one is, that of a ** conſcience void of giv- 

ing offence; the other is; that of a con- 
ſcience that cannot be offended. I was 
therefore perpetually miſerable, becauſe 
neither the one nor the other was my ſtate: 
for, on the one hand, I was conſcious that 
I gave daily offence to God and man; 
and, on the other hand, my conſcience 
was daily offended thereby. I was merry, 
indeed, though not happy, when in com- 
pany, but ever dejected when left alone; 
ſo that during my three years incorporation 
with this fraternity, I never once lifted my 
heart in any appeal to God, nor ventured 
to petition for any kind of favour from him. 

| Though 
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Though theſe reprobates, as I have in- 
timated, continued to perpetrate, and to 
glory, with a merry and ſatisfied conſci- 
ence, in their daily iniquities ; yet hi- 
therto they had not proceeded to blood. 

On the night wherein I left them, we 
were overtaken; and cut ſhort of our in- 
tended reſt, by a ſudden and violent tem- 
peſt of wind and hail, whereupon we took 
ſhelter in a waſte barn. 

When we had ſtruck a light, we ſet to- 
gether what ſtraw and combuſtibles we 
could find in the houſe, and had juſt kin- 
dled a fire, when one of the company came 
and whiſpered that there was a man aſleep 
in the far corner. Hereupon they took the 
candle, and with ſoft and cautious ſteps, 
found a pedlar ſtretched along,. with his 
head on a wiſp of ſtraw, and his box. cloſe 
beſide him. They immediately lifted the 
box, and brought it away, in filence, to 
the place' where I was fitting. On opening 

. 
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it, with as little noiſe as poſſible, they 
found therein a large quantity of filks, 
linens, and laces, with a rich variety of 
hardwares, and at the bottom, a little pad- 
locked cheſt, full of Engliſh and Spaniſh 
pieces of gold; in all likelihood the whole 
amount of the labours of his life. 

This was a prize not to be thrown down 
the ſtream, Immediately all was in a 
kind of underbreathing buſtle, and whif- 
pering commotion. The great queſtion 
was, how to pofleſs* themſelves of ſuch a 
prey with ſafety to their perſons. It was 
objected, that the man might waken, they 
were unluckily ſeen coming that way, 
and, it may be, entering into that houſe; 
the country might be alarmed, and rife 
upon them ; they might. be overtaken; 
they might be ſeized in the very fact. 

At leugth a bold villain propoſed directly 
to cut his throat, and that then there could 
be no witneſs to teſtify againſt them; but 

to 
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to this it was again objected, that the blood 
itſelf would be the fearfulleſt and ſureſt of 
all witneſſes. Whereupon another pro- 
noſed to ſuffocate or ſtrangle him, and bury 
his corpſe on the ſpot ; to which ſcheme, 
though many were ſilent, yet no one ex- 
preſsly excepted. 

During this deadly conſultation, not- 
withſtanding my long courſe of evil habit, 
and evil example, my blood curdled through- 
ont my body, and fear, horror, and deteſ- 
tation aroſe in my boſom. But when they 
went, as I ſuppoſed, to put the deed of 
death into inſtant execution, I crouched 
and ſhrunk inward; and creep ng out at 
the door, the dread of being alſo ſeized and 


murdered, gave me ſtrength to get on my 


feet; and feeling along by the wall, I 
got away from the houſe, and made off I 
neither knew nor cared whither. | 

The tempeſt {till continued; the dri- 
ving of the clouds ad ded to the natural 


horrors , 
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horrors of night; I could ſcarcely diſcern 
that I had a road under my foot. But 
though I could not ſee my purſuers, I yet 
feared that their eyes were better than mine; 
and I ftill turned and liſtened, to try if 
the foot of the murderer was behind me. 

Having travelled all night as faſt and 
far as I could from the ſcene of my ter- 
rors, on the riſing of the day I ſaw alarge 
town before me, and, for the firſt-time of 
three years, I lifted up my eyes, and in- 
wardly bleſſed God for his mercy in my 
eſcape from ſo great a wickedneſs. There- 
upon I felt a pleaſure that I had never felt 
before; and I ſaid in my heart, If you 
will once more be my God, I will be your 
true ſervant, and will never offend * 
tranſgreſs any more. 

I then walked on leiſurely; my fatigue 
went from me, and I ſeemed quite light- 
ſome to myſelf. On entering the ſuburbs, 
I met a gentleman taking his W 

W 
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walk out of town. I ſtopped and looked 
him wiſtfully in the face, whereupon he 
alſo ſtopped, and eyed me with much at- 
tention. Who are you, my pretty lad? 
ſays he. An unhappy ſtranger, Sir, who 
wants a ſervice, or any means of earning 
alittle honeſt bread. And pray what ſer- 
vice can you do? Not much, Sir, I fear, 
but my good-will ſhall ftrive hard to make 
up my lack of ability. Then, cried he, 
you ſhall be my ſervant. All the ſervants 
I ever had, promiſed every thing, but did 
little: I will now try what may be done 
by one who promiſes nothing. What is 
your name, my boy? David Doubtful, 
Sir! for that was my true name, though I 
had gone by ſeveral others. And what 
wages muſt I give you, David? Juſt as 
much, Sir, or as little as you ſhall pleaſe 

to think I deſerve. 
Here be took me to a handſome houſe, 
where he kept a mercer's ſhop in Ply- 
mouth. 
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mouth. His name was Felton; he had 
been a widower for ſome years, and had 
an only ſon, who was then at Weſtmin- 
{ter-School, in London. 

My maſter, at firſt, ſet me to the moſt 
ſervile and vile offices, ſuch as cleaning his 
and the ſervants ſhoes; {weeping the ſtreet 
before his door, and carrying out the ditt 
of the houſe ; but all this I did with wil- 
lingneſs, and even with pleaſure, as ſome 
little matter of penance for my long courſe 
of evil deeds. 

On my ſeparating Grp my Wee in 
iniquity, as I have told you, I was the 
proprietor of one hundred and ſeventy odd 
pounds, which was locked up in the com- 
mon cheſt, being my allotted dividend of 
the fruits of our knavery, for three ſucceſ- 
five years; but in my preſent turn of 
mind, I would no more have accepted any 
part thereof, than I would have taken a 
bar of red hot iron into my hand. I had 

| alſo 
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alſo in my pocket, a few "crowns with 
ſome ſmaller filyer ; but theſe I ſecretly 
dftributed among the poor, that no part, | 
as it were, of Achan's accurſed ing maght 
remain about me. 

In about three weeks, my maſter again 
changed the whole manner of my ſervice, 
and ſet me to bruſh his 'cloaths, dreſs his 
wigs, whet his knives, lay the cloth, and 
attend at table ; biit theſe were matters in 
which I was guite expert, as I had not yet 
forgotten my employment with my firſt 
maſter. 

In ſome time after, Mr. Felton aſked 
me if I could read? A little in the Bible, 
Sir, ſaid I. And can you write too, Da- 
vid? If you pleaſe I will try, Sir. Why, 
David! this beats the hand of my clerk ;., 
where in the. world did you come- by all 
this learning! From a vety good maſter 
to a very bad ſervant. But pray, Sir, do 
not enquire the particulars of my naughti- 

'D 
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neſs; for, indeed, you could not defire a 


ſeverer monitor than my own conſcience 


is to me. Well, my child, ſaid the good 


man, I will not put you to pain; and, fo. 
giving me a ſqueeze by the hand, he went 
out with a gliſtening eye. 

From this time my maſter ſhewed an 
uncommon reſpect and attention to me, 
He diſcharged me from all the menial of- 
fices of his houſehold ;; he gave me his 
burdens of filks and other wares to carry 
to his ſeveral cuſtomers; and he defired 
me to take particular notice of the patures 


and values of what I carried. 


On this encouragement, I became vaſtly 
more apprehenſive and aſſidious than he 
looked for. I attended the ſhop cloſely, 
and took notice and private notes of all 
that was eſtimated or tranſacted therein. 
My maſter looked quite amazed, on aſking 
me ſome queſtions with reſpe& to his af - 
fairs. His eldeſt apprentice, ſoon after, 

ſet 
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ſet up for himſelf. He then placed me be- 
hind the counter, over his younger appren- 
tice, and in joint authority with his jour- 
neyman; and, ſoon after, he gave me 
the key of his till, and the truſt of all his 
treaſure. I now dined with him at the 
ſame table, and conſulted and converſed 
with him as his friend and companion. 
He frequently gave me pocket-money, 
which, he told me, he would not charge 
to the account of my wages. I walked 
with him every evening, went to church 
with him every Sunday, and read to him 
in the Bible every night. I was now 
wholly reconciled to my God, and felt 
him in my ſoul as a friend and benefactor. 
Pleaſure played about my heart, peace lay 
under my pillow; and my happineſs 
ſeemed as a ſhip that, after a long and 


deſperate voyage, had anchored in a calm 
and ſecure haven. 
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I had now been ſomething upwards of a 
year in the ſervice of Mr. Felton, when 
one day I heard a buſtling noiſe in the 
ſtreet, and ſaw people running hither and 
thither acroſs the window, I ſtepped to 
the door, and looked to the left, faw a 
great crowd about a cart, wherein were 
five criminals going to execution. I ſtaid 
till they came juſt oppoſite to me, when, 
to my utter aſtoniſhment and terror, I faw 
five of my old acquaintance, and, in the 
front of them, the bloody villain who had 
propoſed cutting the throat of the unfortu- 
nate pedlar. Inſtantly I turned all pale as 
my ſhirt, and dreading that they would 
know and claim acquaintance with me, I 
ſhrunk in, and running. backward, threw 
myſelf half fainting into a chair. 
I now reflected, that it was happy for 
me no one was in the ſhop to take notice 
of my confuſion ; and endeavouring to,af- 
ſume ſome courage, on the entrance of 
our 
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our journeyman, I put on the moſt uncon- 
cerned appearance that I could. | 
Mr. Felton happened to dine abroad that 
day, and did not return till the cloth was 
laid for ſupper. He took his chair at table, 
and defired me to ſit beſide him. David, 
ſaid he, is it not wonderful that people 
ſhould continue ſo incredulous, notwith- 
ſtanding the frequent and daily proofs of 
an all ſeeing, and an all detecting Provi- 
dence? If a ſparrow falls not to the ground 
without the notice of God, how much 
more will he take account of the life of 
him whom he formed in his own image? 


The villain truſts to hide his villainy, | 


and dares to affirm (with the firſt mur- 
derer) in the face of God and of man, 
I know not where | is my brother.” But 
blood has a voice, a crying voice, David; 
it cries aloud to heaven, from the very 
bowels of the earth. No depth-can cover 
it, no darkneſs can canceal it, for, the light 

1 that 
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that ſhineth in darkneſs will bring it forth 
to the day. 

About twelye RES ago, a pedlar was 
murdered in a waſte houſe, called Fielding's 
barn. The murderers were of the people 
whom they call Gipfies, the moſt ſubtle 
and evaſive of all ſorts of reprobates, fo 
that the fact lay a long time in ſilence. 
This pedlar, it ſeems, had an only bro- 
ther, to whom the reverſion of his ſubſtance 
belonged ; and his brother not ſeeing or 
hearing from him of a long time, went 
through the whole country, and through 
many parts of the kingdom, inquiring after 
him. At length he argived, one evening, 
at an inn, ſome miles from hence, where 
be found in the kitchen, ſeven men jovi- 

ally ſeated over a bowl of punch; he 

| quick] y accepted their invitation, and hav- 
ing ſpent the time pleaſantly, and the houſe 
being thronged, he, and one of the com- 
pany, were ſhewn to the ſame bet. 
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About midnight, his companion began 
to moan moſt piteouſly, when, jogging 
and aſking him why he groaned? O, 
Fielding's barn! he cried, Fielding's barn ! 
Again, he cried, You cannot fay it; you 
cannot ſay that my hand was in the mur- 
der. Again, he would mutter, with a 
half-ſmothered voice, See, ſee, how, how 
he ſtruggles, ſee how he kicks; put, put 
him out of pain, O put him out of pain. 

Hereupon the brother roſe, and dreſſed 
as quietly as poſſible, and making away 
to the next magiſtrate, he returned, ſeized, 
and carried off his bed-fellow, before any 


of his comrades were appriſed of the mat- | 


ter. | 
What have you done you villain ? ſaid 
the magiſtrate, without preface; what have 
you done with the body of the pedlar 


whom you murdered in Fielding's bam ? 
On this queſtion, the wreteh, thinking that 


all was detected, inſtantly fell on his knees. 
L had neither hand nor heart in 185 mur- 
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der, Sir, he cried ; and if you will get me 
a pardon, I will faithfully tell you the 
whole affair. On his confeſſion, the five 
principal rogues were taken before they were 
out of bed. And on his evidence, and that 
of their ſeventh companion, they were 
ſentenced, and this day executed, and are 
to be gibbetted in the morning. 
During this narration, I could not re- 
frain from expreſſing, by my countenance 
and geſture, the ſtrong compunction 1 felt 
on recollecting my long affociation with 
thoſe reprobates ; but my good maſter, as 
TI ſuppoſe, aſcribed my emotions merely 
to the deteſtation which I had of their 
I had been cloſe upon two years in the 
, ſervice of Mr. Felton, and he had lately 
agreed with me at 251, yearly, whereof he 
paid me the laſt year's wages in hand; 
when one evening as I ſtood behind the 
counter, a young woman came in, and 
i * to ſee ſuch and ſuch goods. While 
ſhe 
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ſhe was cheapening on the one hand, and 
1 ſetting forth the extraordinary value on 
the other, ſeveral intelligent glances were 
exchanged between us. Whenever her 
eyes met mine, ſhe inftantly caſt them 
down with a bluſhing modefty ; and yet 
whenever I looked at her, I faw that her 
eyes had been fixed upon me. At length 
having bought fome little matters, ſhe 
made me a baſhful courteſy, and going 
out at the door, ſhe turned upon me with a 
ſignificant glance, and departed. i a 
All that night I felt myſelf as I had 
never felt before; I turned and turned again 
from the image of this yirl, and yet the | 
ſeemed to ſtand before me, and to look - 
upon me, as ſhe had done the day be- 
For five tedious days ſhe withheld her- 


| ſelf from my fight, and I feared that! 


ſhould 'never behold her any more. At 
length ſhe came, and b ſtrove in vain to 
conceal 


cheapening and paying for ſome little mat - 


Which, ſhe ſaid, ſhe fancied greatly, but 


that time in viſits to my beloved. I went 


Her : but I ſoon found that ſhe had more 


te bait that ſhe made uſe of to gain upon 
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conceal my joy on her appearance. After 
ters, ſhe caſt her eye on a piece of filk, 


feared that her pocket would not reach ſo 
far. O Miſs! ſaid I, we ſhall not quarrel 


for ſuch a matter, provided I know where I lat 


to call for the money. On Sarah Simper, I. 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, at ſuch a ſign, in ſuch a I th 
row. al 

As I had three or four ſpare hours from pe 
buſineſs every evening, I gladly laid hold fi 
of the occaſion I had gotten for ſpending 


indeed, without forming any purpoſe or 
intention, ſave the pleaſure of ſeeing 


art than innocence; for the latter was only 


my affections; by which, ſhe, alas too 
fataily ſucceeded, and plunged me into 
expence, that made me betray my truſt, I 

| | | and 


* 
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and appropriate the property of my kind 
and indulgent maſter, to gratify her extra- 
vagance ; and, horrid to relate, when ſhe 
thought that ſhe had me completely in her 
power, ſhe threatened to diſcover my vil- 
lainy and diſhoneſty to him; becauſe, 
I refuſed to give him poiſon. Every beauty 
that had enchanted me, vaniſhed from my 
fight, at this propoſal, and ſhe now ap- 
peared ſo hedious in my eyes, that I arent 
from her preſence. 

When I got into the ſtreet, I heſtined 
homeward, without deliberating a moment 
on what I was about, or on the conſe- 
quences that might enſue. My maſter 
was in a back chamber, looking over ſome 
letters, when I ruftied in precipitately, and 
ſhut the door behind me. What is the 
matter, child, ſaid he; are you not well? 
You look pale and affrighted; what is the 
matter, David? O Sir! O Sir! and I funk 
1 I bring to you a villain, 

« W. | 


| 
. 
VB 


+ 4B  bavtd; ok, 


a reprobate, a thief, a robber, a betrayer 
of truſts, alſo the vileſt ſinner that ever 
finned againſt God and againſt man. I 
got in league with a bad woman who [e- 


_ duced me by her beauty, and then pre- 


vailed upon me to defraud and rob you; 
and would have perſuaded me to murder 
you ; but there I ſtopt ſhort : I could not 
be prevailed upon to murder you, my maſ- 

ter! Pray then, ſaid he ſomewhat ſternly; 
to what intent are you come ? To demand 
juſtice, Sir? I cried, and to appeaſe my 
own conſcience by ſuffering for my faults; 
Tell me then, ſaid he mildly, and tell me 


| truly, of how much money have you de- 
frauded me? Of fifty pounds, Sir! ] an- 


ſwered, a few ſhillings under or over. Riſe 
then, pray riſe, my David! he cried ; I 
would not bring you to ſhame, and may 
leſs to puniſhment, for five times the value 
of fifty pqunds. I owe you, for your ſers 
vices, very. near] y that ſum, and I forgive 

you 


nnen 
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you the remainder with all my heart. No, 
Sir! I cried aloud, and burſt into- tears, 
you do not forgive me, you cannot forgive 
me, for this your goodneſs does but heap 
the heavier guilt upon my ſoul. 

He then got up and came to me, and 
raiſing me to his boſom, he embraced me, 


and cried, I rejoice over thee, my David, 


I rejoice over thee, my child, as Heaven 
rejoiceth over the one ſinner that repenteth, 
more than over the ninety and nine that 
have no need of repentance. You now 
know your own frailties ; you are ſenſible 
of your lapſes.; you will be cautious of fu- 
ture falls; and you ſtand upon firmer ground 
than ever. | 1 

You know me not, I exclaimed! You 


know me not, my good maſter. I am 


wholly irreclaimable. The devil has taken 

polſeſlion of me, and reigns through all my 

members. I find it quite in vain to ſtrive 

or ſtruggle againſt him. I have no more 
| BE E ſtſtrength 


1 
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ſtrength than a midge againſt temptation; 
no more power than a weak and fainting 
man againſt a torrent that already has 
borne him' far away. 
Il I will pray for you, my ſon, ſaid de 
good man vehemently! I will wreſtle with 
my God for you! and his grace ſhall be 
ſufficient. No, Sir, I replied, after that 
which has happened, I never ſhall be able 
to look you in the face, I will not truſt 
myſelf. I know that I ſhould fall on the 
firſt trial. Will you leave me then, be 
cried, will you leave me, my ſon David? 
and he took out his handkerchief, and wi- 
ped away the falling tear. I muſt, I an- 
ſwered, I muſt leave you, my deareſt 
maſter, I ſhould be miſerable if I topped. L - 
will go directly to ſea, I will confine my- 
ſelf in ſome ſhip, where I ſhall be ſhut 
from any commerce or. communication 
with mankind, and not have it in my 
reach to wrong or damage any perſon. 

And, 
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And, indeed, I could not bear to ſtay in 
one town, or even one kingdom, with 
tat bad woman. Where may me be 
ſound, David? ſaid Mr. Felton, Ah! Sir! 
I exclaimed, leave her to God, and to her 
own evil conſcience, I beſeech you. I be- 
lieve ſhe is with child by me. Do not 
defire, my maſter, to hurt a little innocent, 


that has not yet.ſeen the light! No, my 


David, no; I mean nothing but comfort 


to her. I mean to ſupply her wants, and | 


to ſoften her diſtreſſes. She will not then 
be tempted to wiſh hurt to ber benefactor, 
and I will take care of the little wretch 
which ſhe carries in her body, for IWF 
ſake, my David. 

There was ſomething ſo affecting, in 
| ſuch a proof of wonderful goodneſs, as muſt 
have ſtruck to the heart of the moſt aban · 
doned reprobate. I was quite overcome 
thereby. I fell ſuddenly at his feet, and I 
. Fiſhed to pour out my very "oy in the 
S'3 © ame 
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ſame manner as I poured my — | 
them. 

As he now found that I was bent and 
determined on departing, David, ſays he, 
ſince you will go, you muſt not go unpro- 
vided, A ſailor ought to have proper ne- 
ceſſaries; and, if you will give me your 
company for three or four days longer, I 
will get you a good birth in ſome ſhip or 
other. Mean time I would adviſe you to 
ſet about your preparations ; for which 
purpoſe you mult accept cheſe fifty guineas, 
which you may pleaſe to return me, when 
ſome happy adventure ſhall furniſh you 
with means. No, no, Sir, I cried, put- 

ting his purſe back with my hand, your 
plan is not the plan of your reprobate ſer- 
vat; your good births are not at all for 
my purpoſe, I will go as a common 
ſailor; the meaneſt offices and the great- 
eſt drudgery will be a penance too little, 
_ too little, for my 7 | 

. 8 
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And, ſo ſaying, I turned and went haftily 
out, | f 

I made directly to the quay, where L 
ſaw a crowd of citizens intermixed- with 
ſailors, On going up, I found that they 
were enliſting volunteers, to whom they 
offered from one to three guineas per man. 

And what will yon give me, Captain, if I 

go with you? He then looked earneftly at 
me, and, baving eyed me feveral times, 
from head to foot, I will give you, my 
lad, ſaid he, five guineas in your fiſt, and 
bere is my hand for a hearty welcome into 
the bargain. If your Honour then will be 
. pleaſed to arder thoſe five pieces to be laid 
out for me in ſuch neceſſaries as you think 
fitting; I live at ſuch a place, and ſhall 
be ready at a call. Enough, faid the Cap- 
tain, our ſhap is called the Centurion, of 
thirty guns, the brave David Jenkins com- 
mander. We ſet out by morning's. tide, 
nen ten and eleven: and if you come 
1 without 


* 
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without a call, you will be the more wel- 
come. So ſaying, he gave me a familiar 
ſhake by the hand, and we parted. 

I then.went directly home, and, calling 
Mr. Felton afide, I told him of my ſuc- 
ceſs and engagement .m the Centurion, 
ſuppreſſing only the time of my early de- 
parture; for I felt that I could not ſtand 
the parting with him, and I thought it beſt. 
to make it as little painful to him and my- 
ſelf, as might be. 

During ſupper, I endeavqured to chat, 
but I could nat. And as Mr. Felton; at 
times, looked affectionately upon me, I 
turned my head aſide, and a ſilent tear 
ſtole down. my cheek. 

I ſpent the night in fighs and tears, 2. 
getting up before day, I took my ſhoes in 
my hand, and ſtepping ſoftly down fairs, 
would have ſtolen out at the fireet-door ; 
but, in that inſtant, the door of a ſide - par- 
9 75 was opened, and, before I could look 

about 
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about, my maſter had me in his arms, 
Will you leave me, then, David; will 
you indeed leave me? hecried. O, David, 
David, I love you next to my only child. 
Stay with me yet, my ſon, O, ſtay with 
me, my David, and J will do every thing, 
n that e ee 
you. 

Here [ ſunk, a was juſt en un- 
der the prefſure-of his goodneſs. Do not 
kill me, my maſter, do not kill me out- 
right, I cried. So ſaying, I broke from 
him, and away I ruſhed; weeping and 
ſobbing all the way, as though my heart 
would cleave aſunder. 

The captain received me with pant 
eordiality, and at times called me his 
nameſake, and was very familiar with me. 
The ſailors alſo, after his example, began 
to affect me without any appearance f 
envy; for though I had not been exer- 
* n their who e yet I was ſtrong, ' 

babe, | 
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hale, a and ready olg them 
.at every turn, 

In the mean time, it may appear very 
extraordinary, though I felt daily com- 
punction, and nightly wept many tears 
for having offended God throughout the 
. courſe of my life; yet I neither prayed to 
him, nor beſought pardon from him, nor 
applied to him fox any kind of * or 
aſſiſtance. 

I was now incorporated with a fratar- 
nity whoſe wickedneſs was of a ſpecies 
quite different from that of my former brq- 
therhood. Our ſailors were ſo far from 
cheating and defrauding, that they ſearee 
ſeemed to haye any regard for property ; 
and they were as brave a ſet of fellows 9s 
ever trode a deck. But then they were as 
hardened to any ſenſe of religion or piety 
as the nether mill · ſtone; and the ſacred 
name of God was of no other import to 
them than as the balls of a billiard - table, 
to be toſſed and bandied about for ſport. 


At 


— 
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At firſt this was a matter of great of- 
fence and horror to me. Can there be a 
God, I would ſay to myſelf, and can he 
ſuffer his name to be inſulted and blaſ- 
phemed as it is by theſe wretches? But, 
alas! I was not as one of the three cap- 
tives at Babylon; I could not be caſt into 
the furnace, and come forth without a 
ſinge. In time this profaneneſs became 
leſs irkſome to my ears, and, by degrees, 
began to reliſh, and to catch the common 
contagion. 


Our ſhip had been deſtined to _ the © + 


trade in the Levant. Within the ſpace of 
five months, we had reſcued from the cap- 
tors ſix Engliſh ſhips, and made prize of 
three tout frigates, of thoſe African pi- 
rates'who war upon the world ; when the 
boy from the maſt-head cried out, A 
ſail! We immediately made chace, and 
found by evening that we had gained con- 
fiderably.upon her; but as the night came 
GEE | On 
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on thick and hazy, we ſhortened ſail, and 
lay to till morning, but hung out no 
lights, 

At dawn of day, we renewed the chace, 
though no ſail was then in fight ; but we 
had not continued it above four or tive 
Jeagues, when we clearly diſcerned the 
ſame veſſel, and perceived that ſhe altered 
her courſe, and was bearing down toward 
3 n | 
Hereupon we ſhortened ſail, and waitel 
for her. But we had not waited long, till 
we perceived a ſecond veſſel that ſeemed 
in chace of the firſt ; and ſome time aftat 
ſaw a third that ſeemed in chace of the 
two former. 4 

On this the lientenant, an old and en- 
perienced ſailor, looked ſomewhat blank, 
and defired that the captain would inſtantly 
call a coungil of war. Gentlemen, ſays 
he, the many captures we have lately 
made could not fail of informing our ene- 
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mies that we are in theſe ſeas: and 1 
apprehend, with great reaſon, that they 
have made choice of their beſt means to 
over-reach and over-match us, and to fall 
with their united force upon us. And in- 
deed ye may already perceive, that the 
ſhip which we had in chace has ſhortened 
ſail, and waits to be joined by her two 
conſorts, whom ſhe ſeemed fo lately to 
fear, I think, as the jockeys ſay, that we 
have more than foot for them ; and all 
the queſtion is, whether Old England ſhall 
make uſe of her fleet to fly, while ſhe has 
any harids left wherewith ſhe may fight? 
At this they cried, with one voice, No 
flying! no flying! let them come on, the 
citcumciſed dogs, as many as may be of 
them; we will neither take nor give quar - 
ter, they or we muſt to the bottom! To 
work then, my brave lads! cries Captain 
Jenkins, for we are likely to have as warm 
a bout of it as we could win. 


To 
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- To buſtle went all hands. We had a 
clear ſhipin a moment ; and, for the firſt 
time, ſtowed our hammocks in the net- 
tings. The captain then chooſinga dozen 


of the beſt markſmen, he diſpoſed them in 


the tops, with ſtri& orders to direct their 


fire only at thoſe, who appeared to be 


officers. 


Our ſhip at this time was full 8 
with about two hundred and ſeventy ſpi- 


rits, all as ready and deſirous to go and 
meet death as a beau to go to a ball, or an 
alderman to a feaſt. 


The three conſorts were now joined, as 
our mate had foreſeen, and bore down 
upon us right before the wind; and then it 
was that my fins came crowding into my 
minds, and I believe I was the only perſon. 


in the ſhip's company who trembled. 
They all came up with a deſperate bold- 


neſs; and while one attacked us on our. 
bow, a ſecond lay upon our quarter, while 


P 
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the third bore away under our ſtern, and 
raked us fore and aft with her whole broad- 
fide ; nor were we idle in the mean time, 
but plied our guns with ſuch ſpirit and ſuc- 
ceſs as ſoon obliged them to ſheer off. 

Our ſhip was of Engliſh oak, and ſtood 
their ſhot to a wonder ; our metal was 
alſo much weightier than their's ; but then 
they outnumbered 1 us three to one, in men 
and in guns. 

Having got out of the reach of our ſhot, 
they moved off, as intending to make their 
eſcape; but, having repaired their damage, 
as well as time would allow, they returned 
upon us with two fold reſolution and fury. 

Then it was, that ſuch a ſcene was 
opened, as was ſufficient to ſtrike LG 
itſelf with horror. | 5 

They now entertained us with a new 
kind of warfare. - For getting up within 
piſtol ſhot, they toſſed their granadoes or 
hand ſhells among us, that were filled 

F with * 
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with broken bottles, and with ruſty and 
ragged pieces of old iron. Theſe did fear · 
ful execution, and our deck was quickly 
covered with blood and brains, and pieces 
of human fleſh, while the noiſe of the 
cannon could ſcarcely drown the ſcreams 
of the wounded, and the gronns of the 
dying. 

In this deſperate Gituation we loaded all 
dur guns with grape -ſhot, which made 
ſuch havock among our enemies as obliged 
two of them to ſheer away again as faſt as 
they could, while the third kept playing 
upon us at a diſtance, till we RON 
alſo to follow her conforts. 

We now had leiſure to clear our deck, 
and, with ſorrowful hearts, threw our dead 
companions overboard. 
Having once more ſet all to rights, we 
bore down on all the three; but they 
crowded away from us, maintaining a run» 
ür * with their ſtern chace ; and as | 
"OF 
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1 they levelled their ſhot almoſt wholly at 
. our rigging, by evening we were incapable 
7 of further purſuit. 
n Mean while we had plied them with 
5 our cannon ſo well, that, as it began to 
B wax duſkiſh; we perceived the crew of the 
5 hindmoſt in much eonfuſion, and making 
ſignals of diſtreſs to their conſorts. Soon 
after we ſaw them heave out their boat, 
and they had ſcarce crowded into her when 
their ſhip went down. Hereon we gave a 
| great ſhout, which we repeated on ſeeing 
y their boat overſet. But, as the Moors are 
excellent ſwimmers, I ſuppoſe moſt of 
them got ſafe, and were taken in by their 
companions. - In the mean ſpace our moſt 
| gallant Captain Jenkins had his right leg 
and thigh carried off by a cannan-ſbot ; I 
think it was the laſt ſhot the enemy fired. 
As I ſtood by my captain's fide, 1 
catched him in my arms before he fell ta 
fin board, and cried out for the ſurgeons; 
| F 2 but 
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but the effuſion of blood was ſo great, and 
fo impoſſible to be ſtaunched, that we 
quickly deſpaired of any life for him. 

As I ſupported him on deck with my 
right arm, he found himſelf growing faint, 
and turned his face to me. David, ſaid 
he, I am not afraid to die, for I am a 
Chriſtian. I believe, as ſurely as I am 
here, that Chriſt came into the world to 
ſave ſinners, of whom I am chief; and he 
is ſo great and ſo gracious, that he will 
not ſuffer hell or the grave to diſappoint 
him of an end for which he paid ſo dear 
a price. Here, my David, here is my. 
purſe and my watch, which I bequeath to 
your love as my laſt legacy; and here is 
my diamond ring with which I entruſt you, 
as a token to my dear daughter, if ever 
it ſhould be your fortune to viſit old Eng- 
land. And if you ſhould go to London, 
my dear David, inquire out my good old 
friend, Alderman Bicker; tell him of my 

behaviour 
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1 behaviour during your ſervice with me, 
and that I beſeeh him to uſe his intereſt 
with our Protector, in procuring my pay 
for my poor {weet child. hes 

Though we greatly grieved for our cap- 

| tain, we were ſtill more concerned far the 
honour ' of England,. left our good ſhip 
ſhould fall into the hands of the barba» 
rians. For ſhe now lay hke a hulk onthe 
face of the water. She could neither put- 
ſue nor avoid an enemy ; and, though the 
had been in plight, we had not hands left 
ſufficient to work her, 
Night came on apace, haſtilities ceaſed. 
on bath ſides; the pirates hung out lights, 
to prevent, as we ſuppoſed, their parting 
from each other; and we mairofully 
called a muſter of our men, in the dark; 
whereon we found that, af twa hundrefl 
and ſeventy odd men, we had but fifty | 
remaining, twenty of whom were wound | 
ed, though not diſabled, | | | 
F3 Come, 
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Come, my lads, cried the old Lieute - 
nant, it is as good to be merry as ſad. We 
have worked enough to day to give us an 
appetite. Let us have ſomething to eat, 
end a bowl of punch; and, if we die by 
morning, let us not die with cold hearts, 
and empty ſtomachs. Moreover, for your 
encouragement, I take upon me to promiſe, 
that, if you will be guided, I will make 
you maſters of one of yonder veſſels be- 
fore ſun riſe. 

We engaged compliance to a tittle ; and 
accordingly, after we had refreſhed our- 
ſelves plentifully, he ordered our boats to 
be heaved overboard, and let drive with 
the wind. We then ſet our watch, and 
went down to take a few hours repoſe.- 

Two hours before day we were rouſed 
by the Lieutenant, and the firſt thing we 
did was to bore a large hole in the fide of 
our ſhip about a foot below water, for 
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which we had an occaſional plug prepa- 
red. = 

As ſoon as the day dawned, we ſet 


t, watches to give us timely notice of the 
y enemies approach; and then lay down on 
2 our ſmall arms out of obſervation. _ 
r The pirates, as we preſumed, held up 
5 their glaſſes: but, ſeeing neither men nor 
> boats in our ſhip, they concluded, that we 
. had made an elopement by night, and 
came on without precaution or prepara» 
| tion. | 


As ſoon as they had ariived within about 
half a league, our watchmen, according to 
order, drew- forth the plug, and, creeping 
upon deck, crouched dawn with us. 

The conſorts had agreed to board our 
ſhip on each fide, in confidence of a rich 
and unreſiſting prize. But the moment 
that we heard the firſt of them ruſtling 
along-fide, and perceived that they were 
beginning to get up our fide, we jumped 
204 up, 
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ö | np, as one man, and ſetting up a great 
| ſhout, and overturning all we met, * 
| into their veſſel, 
| | Never was amazement like that of the 
| enemy! They fcarce made any reſiſtance, 
! and, in leſs than a minute, not a Moor 
was left upon deck. 

Mean time the other pirate had boarded 
our late veſſel, almoſt to a men. They 
had heard, indeed, the ſhout, with the 
clamour and groans of their fellows, but 
did not rightly know what to make of it; 
till, moving cloſe round the head of our 
former ſhip, we ſhot the few who were 
left in the ſecond frigate; then, throwing 
out our grapplings, we towed her off, and 
then bored meer 


Owners. 


deſpair and horror as was affecting, even 
to the hearts of their enemies. At length 
they turned the cannon of the Centurion 

"oY 


They kia ſet up ſuch a yell of 


* 
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upon us, but we ſoon got out of reach of 
their ſhot ;. and by the time we were about 
three leagues from them, we ſaw. our good 
Centurion go to the bottom, the glorious 
tomb of her noble captain. 

We now thought that, of about a fhou- 


ſand affailants, there was not one left to 


carry tidings to their native country of their 
defeat. But, going down to the ſtate-ca- 
bin, I ſaw a young man richly. dreſſed, 
and of a noble aſpect, leaning wounded 
upon a couch, with three attendants about 

him. ä 5 
As I entered, he gave me a look that 
— compounded of apprehenſion and 
courage, and accoſted me in broken En- 
gliſh, - for he had travelled much, and 
reſided for a ſeaſon in London. | 
know, ſaid he, that I am your priſoner; 
1 in expect. Draw 
your cutlaſs then, and let me join my 
neee No, Sir, I replied, you have 
nothing 
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nothing to fear from me. A man, who 
deſerves that name, owes nothing but love 
to man, except when he is aſſaulted; the 
brave ſee no enemy in n feeble or 0 
conquered. 

Where have you learned, he cried, 40 
ſentiments of my own ſoul? But your ge- 
neroſity ſhall looſe you nothing; demand 
what ranſom you pleaſe, and it ſhall be 
paid you. I am not commander in chief, 
I anſwered; but, as far as my influence 
reaches, you are free as air, and ſhall be 
bound to us by nothing but your affections. 
Then, ſtretching forth his arm, Your hand, 
my brother! he cried; and giving me a 

kind ſqeeze, the tear came in into his eye. 
Il went directly on deck, and informed 
our little crew, now reduced to thirty-three, 
of what had paſſed between the noble Moor 
and myſelf; and told them, I hoped they 
would be ſo generous as to make my pro» 

miſe good. To this the greater number 
"1 gladly 


* 
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gladly aſſented, but ſome of them mur · 
mured. - Hereupon I remonſtrated, that 
we were already rich enough; for'we had 
brought all the money out of our own ſhip, 
beſide the great treaſure in the Pirate-fri- 
gate, which we had not yet divided. 1 
further repreſented, that we knew not what 
the events of war or fortune might be; 
and that" would not be imprudent to 
make a friend on the African coaſt, who, 
in all appearance, was a perſon of high 
conſide ration; and, with theſe reaſons, at 
length all appeared to be ſatisfiet. 

I then carried the pleaſing tidings to my 


new friend, and took with me our only ſur- 


viving ſurgeon, who dreſſed the wouhil ĩn 
m thigh, which bad been made by a mf. 
ket- ball. 

As ſoon as che ſurgeon bad withdrawn, 
the noble'Oſmyn' of Petra, for ſo he was 
called, preſented me with his purſe, and a 
carbuncle · ring of extraordinary value, and 

preſſed 
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h eſſed them earneſtly upon me; but I as 
peremptorily refuſed them, and this refuſal 
appeared to diſtreſs him greatly. 

During the five days in which we conti- 
nued together, I had him as tenderly and 
as honourably attended, as our circum- 
ſtances would admit; and I ſpent with 
him all the time I could ſpare from my 
duties and great fatigues upon deck, as all 


the hands we had were kept buſily em- 
ployed in ſplicing the ropes, refitting the 
mangled ſails and rigging, and in repairing 
the breaches of the veſſel, for our ſhot had 
bored her ſides quite through in ſeveral 


places. 


On theſe accounts we ſailed but kaavily, . 
ſill making towards the Streights, and 
daily wiſhing to meet or be overtaken by 


ſome Engliſh ſhip of force, to which we 
might ſafely confide ourſelves and our 


trealures. 


2 
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On the fixth morning, having arrived 
within twenty leagues of the mouth, the 
day diſcovered to us, that we were almoſt 

within ſhot of a ſhip t that carried Engliſh, 
colours. Hereat we rejoiced with exceed- 
ing great joy, and ſlackening our ſail, and 
leaving out a ſmall boat, ten of us ſlipt 
into it, and away we rowed with all our 
might. As we approached, we ſaw num - 
bers, in Engliſh drefles, walking to and 
again on deck ; and, getting along-fide, 
they threw ropes , over to us, and we 
mounted with great alacrity. 

Hitherto we were ſo intoxicated with 
joy, that we had not the precaution to 
hail them, till we found ourſelves. in the 
very thick of our enemies, I looked round, | 
and ſeeing none but tawny and hoſtile faces, 
about me, I civilly demanded who, and of 
what country they were; when a ruffian, $ 
gathering bis ſpittle ſpirted it full in my 
face, and, at the ſame time, gave me a 

7* G buffet 
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buffet 6n the fide of my cheek. Then I 
did not once reflect either where or among 
whom I was, but with one ftroke of my 
ft, I ſtretched him flat upon the deck: 

then throwing up the heels of another who 
had raiſed bis arm againſt me, he fell 
with his head foremoſt acroſs his fellow; 
and twiſting round on a third, who had 
ſeized ine behind by the ſhoulder, I drag- 
ged him under me, and we fell together 
upon the board. Here a crowd of them 


- oy 
2 


. — a, — 


gathered over me, and, each helping to 


hold a leg or an arm, I was bound with 
cords that cruſhed my Heſh to the very 
bone, and then tumbled with kicks, like a 
dog along the deck. | 
lean time my nine companions who 
had offered to interpoſe, | were alſo ſeized 
and bound, and caſt into the? hold. | 
For about three hours 1 lay'in exceſſive 
anguiſh, though through a fort of "#ftubborg 


pride, Ws endeavoured fo 0 ſuppreſs my ground. 


In 
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In the, in injerin L felt the wip beain to 
move, and ſoon after I perceived all in a 
buſtle about me. Again I heard from 
within and without, 798 diſcharges o of 
ſmall arms, and as I ſaw ſeveral Moors 
fall Heap Or conxulſiye, and biting the 


mL my brave eee Kal 
am I not with you? why have. I not the 
happineſs of d ying with you and for you ? 
and my heart was fo wzung that I faintel 
quite away. 

I afterwards learned, that my true and 
valiant fellows had refuſed to ſubmit upon 
ſummons : that the pirate, ſeeing them fo 
few, and being defizous of ſaying the fri- 
gate for their own uſe, had attacked them 
with ſmall arms, which were warmly an- 


| 2 on gur part; when, having drop- 


or disabled above half of our brave 
G 2 Engliſh, 
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Engliſh, with two of Oſmyn's attendants 
who happened to be upon deck, they en- 
tered and mercileſsly butchered the re- 
mainder, among whom was our old mate 
and ſurgeon. * 

Mean time I lay. inſenſible to all that 
paſſed, till a ruffian ſeeing. me pale and 
lifeleſs, in all appearance, gave mea wring 
by the noſe. Hereupon I awaked to the 
bittereſt ſenſations. It remembered me 
of my gallant meſſmates, who had ſo loved 
and careſſed me above my merits; and 
my tears, without ſigh or groan, went * 
ſtreams down my cheeks. 

At length I heard a voice, a known 
voice, as I thought, crying, Where is my 
friend, where is my brother David? and 
turning my head a little, I ſaw my noble 

Oſmyn juſt entering the ſhip. 
_ Having inſtantly caſt an eye of ſearch- 
ing love around, he ſpied where I lay, 
and coming and throwing himſelf beſide 
I me, 
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ward the end of a ſleepleſs night, K gung 
of armed, ruffians entęred the place-where 
we lay, and loaded dk with irons. They | 
then took away all our clothes and trea- 
ſures, aud threw to each of us a canyas 
ſhirt and' drawers, as laves prepared for 
the market,” & 
The momebk My 110 their bands wee 
me, it oœchrred that they would not have 
dated to do it, if they had not firſt made | 
Tray with my dear friend and patron; at 
which * thought” my foul grew inſtantly - 
ſick, and a dark eloud of ſow fell W 
vil upon it, Wart 
Sore and eckled as 15 was, 1 801 W- 
mediately on deck, and locked wiſtfully 
out to Tea, but could diſcover” no frigate. | 
1 then ſhuffled along as faſt as I could to 
the cabin : where Lhad parted' the hight 
before with my Ofmyn, and looking in at 
the door, I ctied aloud, Where are you, 
Loi e ns are you, * maſter! 
wy 
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my friend! my * Ofwyn! when mp 


you, where are you? 18 
When no. anſwer could be had, I re- 


turned wild with rage and grief, and not: 


withſtanding my chaips, had I not been 
diſabled by my. cantuſions, I ſhould have 
done my beſt to throttle eyery man L met, 
But all I could was to wring my hapds, 
+ and roar aloud to all around, Ye butchers! 
Fe cut-throats! ye villains of all villains! 

| what haye Fe done with your Ind, what 
have you done with your maſter, what 

have ye done. with my friend, with my 
Oſmyn, my Oſmya? N 

For two nights and two days I taſted 
nothing bu: water, which I drank in large 
quantities, as my ſoul, as well as body, 
was in aferment and fever. On che third 


day, the captain fearing that I would die 


of grief, and that he ſhould loſe what he 

N propoſed to get by my ſale, ſent a kind of 
W to we, to let mp known, that, 

on 


* 


eren 


on the Very day following, having an- 


when I arrived,” 
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on the night in which IL parted with Or. 


YH, ke and the cäptsin ſoon after had | 
ſone Würm words concerning their "rights. 
in the frigate, and in the Engliſh now on. 
board ;  wheteupon Ofmyn ſwore, that he 
Wöcld ust ald any longer in his ſhip; 
atid that, taking with him a number of 
hands, he Teimbarked f in the frigate, and 
Krealy Tet fail. : 

As this tale carried with it toute Kew of 2 
a fact, 1 grew euer in my mind; and ve 


a 
— 


chored in the bay of Algiets, my fellows. 
72 15 were taken * the town, and "EL 


Wk by: -palace. KO 
Ibis work was a "molt ity "m2 un⸗ 
3 "Nboye five bundred men had. 

daily 


em e e e il 2A 
11. ahd yet a third WR not . 
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A large his b itſelf in the 
front of the palace, and here the Dey had 
ordered a great canal to be dug, and from 
its excavation a mount to be raiſed, whoſe 
baſe meaſured three hundred yards in Clt=, 


cumference. The, aſcent. was eaſy, and 


ſpiral, much reſembling the prints, you 


have ſeen. of the tower of Babel. The 


border of this aſcent was adorned all the 
way with lofty cedars interlaced with all 
ſorts . of aromatic and flowering ſhrubs; 
and from the top before 1 left it, was to 
be ſeen the bay, the. ſhipping; the city, 


and country all | around, while diſtant 


mountains on the one hand, and an extent 
of ocean on the other, alone 5.9 90 the 


proſp eckt. a 


You will think 1 very extraordinary, 
when I affure you, that, till I Was in a 
ſtate of ſlavery, my mind neyer was free. 


Hitherto 1 had been the ſlave of ſin, and 


of s of Pt and of; tears, But 


bers 
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here I counted to ſet up my reſt for life. 

I had no parents, no wealthy kindred, no _ 
friend upon earth, to whom I might look 
for a pennyworth of ranſom, There was 
therefore no further proſpect for me, there 
was nothing further left to incite my de- 
ſire, or to excite my concern; and I ſunk 
gradually, as it were, down into the peace 
of my own nothingneſs. 

I had been lately the poſſeſſor of the 
value of ſome thouſands, and now I had 
not wherewithal to purchaſe a morſel of 
bread. But I looked back on the many 
ſcenes of my very many wickednefles; 
and I did not look up to, but looked down * 
before God, and cried : Not enough, it is 
not yet enough, ſomething ſharper, ſome - 
thing heavier! ſome puniſhment that may 
expiate and reconcile me to Gd. 

One night as I lay on my bed of ſtub⸗ 
ble, 1 looked up to God, through the cloud -- 
* my own injquities, and ſaid, In life, 
H 0 O my 


vivid! bu 


O my Lord, lay what thou plealelt wy 
me, Vi. in the hour df death, 128. 1 
me from tlie judgment! Whereupon Ped. 
thing within te fald, Fear not, thou vile 
wretch, fear not, thou worm David, for 
nothing ſhall be able to pluck thee out 2 
my Handl. This gave tne great conſbla- 
tion, and cofifolation was followed by 
peace, and peace was followed by pleaſure; 
infomuch that I poſſefſed more of the 
fiveetnefs df "heartfelt enjoyment, than 
came to the ſhire of twenty fenfuatitts.” 
The Dey ox Regent then being was eil 
led Ali Eben Buchar. He Was a great 
warrior, and yet a man of an amiable 
Tharacter, which is rarely the caſe with 
Mooriſh governors. He had been at Con- 
Rantmople when I was enſlaved; and, 
bis return, he was fo Tolicitoudly. «lt 
in matters of fate, that he was not at 
. eifare” to come antl fee but works. EA 
Ve dle tad of the ſecond” year "of m 


ferrite, 
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Conia, Mega Ain pompous train. 
He was a portly and camely perſonage, 
though his complexion was. a deep olive. 
He expreſſed high delight on ſurveying 
what we had done; and he ordered a, feſ - 
tival gf three days to be proclaimed for 
bis laborers. with ſports, mafia un 
eiſes, and. prizes for the victas. 
| Great preparations were made for vn 
entertainment... In a plain, on the left of 
the palace, a ſquare of half a mile diame- 
ter was incloſed with pales; within which 
none were permitted to enter, ſave the 
Dey and his train, with thoſe Who lar 
baured in his ſeveral works, amounting to 
about a thouſand. men. On one Hides 
within. the pales, à theone was erected, 
with en ſeats, and leer beaches var 
placed gn qither lend. 
Early on the muta of Sadie. * 
ne the 8 as vor by 
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the ſound of trumpets Jy) horns, and other 
martial inſtruments. 

It had been a cuſtom among us of the | 
| labourers who were young and active, 
when the day s work was over, to divert 
our fellows with various exerciſes. and 
feats, ſuch as wreſtling, running, leaping, 
and tofling or trundling leaden ' balls,” and 
ſo forth; I was therefore up among the 
ſooneſt, in hopes of W rb 
on the occafion. ' 

By the dawning, the al? was 650 
of its inhabitants, and crowds came on 


atter crowds, from all parts of the coun- 


try, ſo that the pales were ſoon che by 

an innumerable concourſe; © | 
Then came Ali, with his ie 

anc entering the pale, aſcended his throne, 


while his courtiers and , r 
themſelves behind. 


Then were exalted, on poles, che pri- 
46s that were to be given to ſuch of the 
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flares, or labourers, as excelled in toſſing 
the javelin, or in hitting a diſtant mam 
with the bow or with the fling, . But, as 1 
had not been practiſed in theſe matters, I 
contented, wyſell, for yy ans 3 agg 
this occaſion, were extramaly agpert, 5 
would ſead an arrow, ar fling, a fone, 
more directly to the mark than any E) i] 
pean could ſhoot a muſket · bullet; accord- 
ingly the generous Ali added freedom to 
the prizes which they had wan, and imane» 
diately preferred hem among his trocps· 
Aſter this, Al, to entertain his people, 
ordered a dozen of his gurtiers to run at 
che ging. [Immediately à number of 
neighing ſteeds, gichly capariſoned, were 
led by-lackeys into the liſts. The young. 
pobles, withgut ſtirrup or ſaddle, vaulted 
Lghtly: into their ſeats, and tuning and 
| 3 with wonderful 


— 


ernennen 

to the ſpeRators. Each of them then 
caught a javelin, which was toffed to him 
by an attendant ; and ſetting out,” ſucceſ- 
fively, almoſt at their ſpeed, three of 
them, in mideourſe, bore off a ſmall ring 
of braſs, . 

on the point of his lance. | 

Aſter this, again, a great number of 
burleſque comedians entered the pales, in 
order to act one of their African drolls ot 
pantomimes; ſome of them repreſented 
men, ſome tygers, lions, and bears; 
_ others ghoſts, and others gohlins. But L 
could make nothing of ſuch a jumblement 
of intention, although it gave great diver- 
ſion to the populace. ' And i ended 
hens eee e e A494 
While the people retited hated, . | 
kat 'waggons were drawn in, heavy 
laden with victuals and cooling liquors, 
Where with All the da ves and laboutets wete 
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The ſecond day was uſhered in with the 


like pomp as the former; and prizes were 


ſet-up for lifting the weight, for tofling the 
ons and for pitching the bar. 


At alittle diſtance from the front of the 


1 a ring was faſtened to a leaden 


maſs, that weighed above five hundred 
pounds, and above fifty adventurers ſuc- 


_ ceffively attempted to lift, but not a man 
of them could move it. I then advanced, 


bowing lowly toward the throne, and put - 
ting my right hand in the ring, and exert- 


ing my powers, I raiſed it fairly from the 
ground, whereupon a great ſhout was ſud- 


denly given by all my companions who 


worked with me at the mount. Hereupon lj 
à black came up, of Herculean balk and 


brawn, and, deſiring that fifty pounds 
more ſhould be added to the lead, he nf“ 


and ſwung wem in the air, with appatent 


eaſe, und the pics Was 'accordigly ad- 


A large 


—— 
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| A large iron coit was then given to the 
competitors, and about a dozen of them 
toſſed it to n diſtance that was. thought 


extraordinary, I then took it up, and -- 


threw it three foot beyond the fartheſt. 
But again, the black ſlave came up, whe 
was not one of our company, and tofled 
it two feet beyond my caſt, and cunſe 
quently atchieved the ſecond prize. 
A long and maſſive bar was then pre- 
ſented to us, but all refuſed to take it in. 
hand, till the ſame black ſeized it, and, 
putting one end to his foot, pitched it off 
to a diſtance that rajſed a cry of admita · 
tion. I then took my turn, and giving. 
my whole ſtrength and action to this fign - 
© gle caſt, I pitched it ſome inches beyond 
the throw of my rival, whereypanp anathey. 
ſhout was given and repeated. | The black 


then was wholly: enflamed by. envy; ang. 
; reſentment, and reclaiming the bar, and 
e all his force, he threw it 40% a | 

| — 0 
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length, that, on admeaſurement, was 
judged to exceed my caſt, are he proudly 
laid hold on the third prize. 

The great Ali then ordered me to be 
brought before him. I went, and bending 
on my knee, laid my head to the earth. 
Riſe, ſaid he; I obeyed, and he ſurveyed 
me with long: and earneſt attention. Young 
man, be cried, you have been this day 
ſomething unfortunate, but you have not 
the leſs merit; put this ring on your finger; 
it diſcharges you henceforth from all kind 
of labour; but it does not enfranchiſe you, 
becauſe, for the preſent, I do not chuſe to 
part with you. I reſpectfully took' the 
fing, and again bowing ad amr. re- 
tired in filence, © h 
A tournament of the young Los then 
enſued, wherein great feats of action and 
proweſs were ſhewn. And the day ended 
with rel r to "TM : ates no 
heed.” 371 5-56 33 1 | 8 
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The morning of the third. day was opened 
ag uſual, and Prizes. were exhibited. for 
wreſtling, for running, and for leaping - 
Immediately the hlack champion ſtep- 
ped formidably forth, and challenged ang 
to appraach,, who deſued ta be cruſhed ta 
death, bat nat a man accepted this chat 
table invitation. Unwilling, then, that 
this boaſter ſhould carry off the prize withn 
aut a conteſt, I ſtepped from my rank, des 
pending more upon action than. force tf 
cpe with him. We bath, ripped to ous 
canvas drawers, and his looks and geſtures 
; menaced me with inſtant deſtruction. .{ 
advanced however to eſſay him, and by 
ſtretched his arms toward me, as u wultum 
would reach his pounces to ſeize ypow yp 
chicken; when, {pringing inſtantly up to 


him, I pat a hand upon each of his ſhauls 
dem, aud vaulting lightly over bis beads I 
turned nimbly upon hin, threw up hig 
heels, and laid him at his length on the 
N earth, | g 4 * 
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As the contraſt of our colours had ren- 
Tory us remarkable to all the ſpectatora, 
a thout was fet up that rent. the very ele- 
ments. But the black aroſe, and roared 
aloud, with his lion like voice, for juſtice ; 
and the judges, on weighing the matter, 
appointed me to another trial, Song | 
further fraud. 

Again we prepared to engage, and again a 
my black adverſary ſtretched forth his 
arms, with eyes flaſhing fire, and features 
diſtorted with rage; when retiring from | 
bim, as if diſmayed, I ſhot forward likg 
lightning, and Tpringing from the (ab, 
I pitched, the whole "weight, of my body 
into his boſom, This ſtaggered him ſome 
ſteps backward, when, continuing to preſs 
upon h'm, I put one foot behind, and he 
fell under me, with a horrible ſquelch, 
upon the fand: and daſhing my hand 
againſt his forehead, 1 * up r 
on m feet. 
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Here the people repeated their clamours, 
which were echoed for, a long ſpace from 
fide to fide; While I propoſed” to the 
judges, that if. my rival was not yet ſatiſ- 
fied, I would give him the other venture. 
But the black was ſo far from being in 
plight. for a third engagement, that he 
could not riſe without help on either hand ; 
and the prize being a fine turban with a. 
diamond button, was put upon my head. 

The competitors for the race then came 
| from among the crowd, being fifteen in 
number, lightly equipt for the purpoſe z | 
and I alſo put on a thin canvas TON 
that came cloſe to my body, © | 

In the front of the throne, a loop pole 
was ſet up, from whence we were to 
and another pole was erected on the fur i 
ther fide, round which we were to nun, 
and ſo return to the r from whence we 
ſet out, 6 | 5 * 
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We were all arranged in a line, and Ali 
himſelf was to give the word, when one 
or our fellows, either thinking, or pretend - 
ing to think, that the word was given, 
ſtarted away, the reſt followed, and I was 
left alone, quietly ſtanding by the poſt. 
Why do not you ſet out? ſaid Ali. When 
your Highneſs ſhall be pleaſed to give the 
word. Away, then! be cried, and Ll 
I ſprung,. 2} 54 * . 
As I found that 11 
up very faſt, I ſuſpended my ſpeed, and 
lingered behind the hindmoſt, till they had 
all turned the poſt, and extended. i in a long 
line before me. , I then ſtarted away, and 
paſſed one, and then another, till, having 
paſſed them all, I left the foremoſt. at 3 


diſtance behind me, and ſeized the goal! 


whereon Ali himſelf gave a cry of admi- 
ration, which was anſwered from, all fides 
by * me | > L425 201 He 


ns bean Hate 214" Ae. r 
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I Was then preſented with a velvet- 
tunic embroidered with gold; and ſome 
ſmaller matters wete to Fe * 
came next to me in ff _— 

The candidates for the thir4 prize an 
roſe from the ground where they had fat 
to repoſe themſelves; for they wers the 
ſame perfons whohad been competitors in 
the race. A ſcarlet girdle was ftretched 
along the graſs, as a" mark fromawhtnce 
the rivals were to tet off on their leap. 
And each of them tock a run, till they 
came to the appointed limit, and then 
ſprung forward with their utmoſt agility. 

As this, of all others, was the article of 
bodily exerciſe wherein I excelled; T#ood 
by as an unconcerned ſpectator, till the 
eontelt was over. I then meafured with 
ny eye the lenglh they had paſſed. Then, 
taking two men, I fet them in mid-ſpace, 
and placing a pole upon their heads! 1 to 
a run, and throwing myſelf head foremoſt 

| | over 


re n 8 7 


W 


_ all 4 oo TR ati and. 


bones againſt each other, 8 
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over the i air, and 
alighted / fix inches beyond the faitheft. 
leap; whereupon I was. preſented with a, 
collar, adorned, with gems of great luſtre. 

Ali then ordered two troops of his lights: 
eſt horſe to eome forwards ; Accordingly! 
they entered the pale, and, dividing, they" 
retired to oppoſite 1 the liſts. The 
intermediate ſpace, and . young offi ears 
ſet forward, an c balt-geliog, «the dad 
af theix troops. 

| Never did E ſee ſuoh n gh horſes! 

manſhip. The officers, as they rode {wifthy! 1 
forward, would toſs their lanaes aloft; and 
then catch them in mid air; and again 
they would caſt them to a diſtanee before 
them, and, ſtooping, take them from the 
ground in the midſt of their ſpesd. 

The troops then met, as ſhould ſeen, 
in mortal oppoſition; and breaking their 


held. 
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the wooden ſabres, and each, paſſing his 
adverſary, gave à back ſtroke to his neck 
with ſuch force and agility as was truly 
alarming. Their ranks then appeared to 
be broken on either part. And, inſtantly 
forming themſelves into little rhombs, or 


| ſquares, or wedges, they fought and mixed 


together, as in a country dance, with the 
moſt regular confuſion nme 


This was juſtly 4elightful to all the 


ſpectators; and I regreted their departure 


for the ridiculous entrance of a Utd ou” 
tomiine. | 


While this droll was preparing, I re- 


. ceived an order from Ali, to dreſs myſelf” 


in the prizes which Fl had Yor and to 
attend him. 855 
I obeyed, and elend myſelf belies . 
him. What is your name, young man? 
David, ſo pleaſe your Highneſs. Are 


vou of Chriſt or of Mahomet, David? 


My 
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My wil is with Obit, fo pleats yon 
but, while I confeſs him withmy lips, my 
whole life has denied him, Then, David, 
if you will but forſake Chriſt, and turn to 
Mahomet, you ſhall be the friend of Ali, 
and he will heap treaſures, and titles, and 
great honours upon you, Ah, my lord! 
I cried out, though I hold my Chat but 
by a frail and feeble thread, yet I would 
not quit that thread for a chain of golden 
links, that ſhould. bind the whole wealth of 
the pol to my poſſeſſion. And why 
would your Highneſs deſire the ſeryice of 
a traitor? He who proves a traitor to his 
God, ſo pleaſe you, can never prove true 
to any maſter. | 
Well, David, ſaid » mildly, we may 
talk of theſe matters hereafter, In the 
mean time, before I do you any grace, I 
ought at leaſt to do you juſtice. You have 
already received the rewards of your vas 
0 and your activity, but you have not 
bs 3 yet 


ann eee 
yet received the reward of your obedience. 
You were the only one, brave David, 
who, at the riſk of your own honour, at- 
tended on my word, and here I give you 
an earneſt a the debate that 1 intend 
you. 
80 ſaying, he preſented me with a large 
and maſſi ve ſabre; whoſe handle was ſtud- 
ded with gems of great value. I received 
it on my knee; he then continued, Aſk 
me now, David, what further gift you de- 
mand, except your diſmiſſion, and it ſhall 


in my coffers, 
When he had ſpoken, my eye was 
caught by one of his retinue, and imme- 


pirate Barbar. 


be granted you, to a tenth of the treaſure 


diately I recollected the features of the 


I T inſtantly caſt m ſelf proſtate bafbte: 
his throne, and cried aloud, Ah, generous 
Ali! may God multiply on you 'reafures 
ou bleflings a thouſand fold! 1 aſk none 

of 
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of your treaſures and poſſeiſions, O Ali! I 
only aſk: the head of that traitor, the head 
of Barbar; I aſk but blood for blood: let 
him reſtore to me my friend, my brother, 
my lord Oſmyn; he is a murderer, a 
traitor, and ſuch I wilt prove him by night 
or by day, by fea or by land; at any 
weapons, againſt any re has n 
him a traitor... f 

While I ſpoke, thus Apes all 
about appeared under the utmoſt conſter- | 
nation : and Barbar trembled and turned 
pale, but did not dare to quit his ſtation. 

Riſe, David, ſaid Ali, and tell me what 
friend, what Oſmyn thou doſt mean? All 
I know of him, my Lord, is, that his 
name was Oſmyn of Petra, and that he 
was nephew to ſome n e in this 
a of the world. ty 

Why, you dream "RP David, teplied 
the regent, Oſmyn of Petra was my own 
nephew; and he periſhed, with all his 
crew, by the hands of the Engliſh, 


| : . * 


Tr en on, 
He did not periſh by the hands of the 
Engliſh, I cried ; the Engliſh were his 
preſervers, his friends, his attendants, and 
he periſhed by the hands of his own coun- 
trymen, and more eſpecially tle Honda 
of this traitor Barbar. 

Mell, ſaid Ali, we have not n at 
preſent, to examine into the truth of theſe 
allegations ; Guards, take that Barbar mto 


ſafe and cloſe cuſtody, till we are better 


informed touching the facts with which he 


is chatged, Mean time do you, David, 
follow in my train; for you muſt take up 


your lodging with me this night. 


The palace, though it appeared one uni- 


impaſſable barrier. The one was the oc 


caſional habitation of Ali andl his attends 


ants: and his wives, with their ennuchs, 
were lodged in the other, where it was 
alement for ee W 


1 
. 
F * 1 1 — A. 
— * , 
: 


elt, to enter. 


- 
< 
* - 


For three days and nights, after I en- 


tered his palace, though I was treated with: 
an attention that gave me much unea- 
ſineſs, yet I had not the re 
called to his preſenoſo. 

At length I was eonducked 1155 ki 
door to his cabinet. My friend David, 
ſaid he, what haſt thou to tell me con 
cerning my deat and brave nephew Oſ- 
myn?ꝰ I then minutely, and at large, re- 
cited to him the particulars above related: 


and we ſhed many tears, that were mutu- 


ally provoked by the tears of each other; 
Having cloſed my narration, he caſt his 


eyes down a while, as in deep meditation: 


and raiſing them again, he ſaid, The pre- 


ſumptions are ſtrong, very ſtrong againſt 


this man, and yet there is. a poſſibility that 


ht may be guiltleſs. - And though Oſmyn 


was my nephew, my blood; and almoſt 


my bowels; yet honour, bumanity,' de- 


mands of us, David, that nine criminals 


1 
ſhould 
- aa *s . 
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rather than one inhocent perſon ſhould 
periſn. But the great Alla may W 
wanne OY 
In about five days after} ;convidt win 
tobe eanchad bn the rape and murder of 
a free omam. He was to be thrown from 


the top of à higk tower, from whoſe walls 


projected ſeveral ſharp and ſhagged inſtru- 
ments; reſembling hooks, feythes, tenters, 


Ke. W er dane me 


others. 

Bede Moebel bo uns cath 
rying to execution; and then being in an 
_ apony, hie faid he had a mattet of the high» 
eſt conſequenge to impart to the great 


Ali, eee eee 1 


into his prefence.” 

was on the dt e i 

aud looking eurneſtly at him, regollected 

that he was the ruffian who had ſpit in my 

- face, aut given m hade hen Leal 
* ; 


Wretch, 


| ot 
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Witte, cried the Dey, what haſt thou 
to fay to Al? That Lam güllty, anfweted 
the oonvict, of crimes more heinous ah 
capital thatitthat fot which T am to ſuffer ; 
of crimes that nearly concern yourſelf, O 
Ali, but which you thall nevet know, un- 
leſs you wear to me, by Mabomet, to 
mitigate the manner of my death. 1 do 
ſwear it fail the regent, provided the dif- 
covery which you make 5 ts 
be of due import. | 
He then depoſed, that on the Ne in 
which Oſmyn difappeated, the captain, 
with ten confederated ruffians, of whont he 
was one, entered the Prince's cabin, and 
having rruffled the Faces of him 'atid Ra 
attefitlants, to prevent their cryitig out; 
bound them hand and foot, and heaved 
mem through the window into a boat that 
waited for em: That then getting into 
the frigate, they maflacred the ſeven Moors 
to whoſe care ſhe had been left, and-rifling 

11 / | her 


es „ arte es, 
herot all the money; and plate, and valu- 
ables they could find, they ſunk the frigate, 
with Oſmyn and his attendant in her, and 
then returned to their own ſhip. 7. 
(: Here Barbar was ſent for, — Ta was 
brought in chains, into the preſence. But 
as ſoon as be ſaw the face of the convict, 
without; waiting to be confronted by his 
evidence, heruſhed violently, with his head 
foremoſt, toward the oppoſite wall; and if 


a man who was at hand had not caught 


him by the chain, he eee, have 
daſhed his ſkull to ſhivers. 

All hereupon, without farther exami- 
| nation, ordered the head of the convict to 


be ſtruck off in the morning, and Barbar 


to be impaled in che face of the people. 


Never was joy like mine, on — Tat 


this fanjence pronounced. againſt Barbar ; 
and L roſe early the next morning in order 
to have the 1 A I oi 
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He was ſo enfeebled by his panics, that 
they were obliged to draw him on a ſledge 
to the ſtake ; and his countenance had all 
the impreſſions of death; Re and Pann 
repreſented upon it. . 8 

This, however, did not affect me i | 
any other ſenſation han of that delight 
which is naturally felt on the gratification 
of revenge, till the executioners, with un- 
feeling hearts, and merry tauntings, began 
to take the wretch in hand. But when I 
ſaw them with diſficulty and great violence 
thruſting the ſtake through his body, which 
they run up witlünſide the ſpinal bone, 
and ſo out at the hack of his neck, in 
order to avoid his bowels, and keep him 


the longer in anguiſh; when 1 ſaw him 


writhing in agony, and heard his horrible 


roars and groanings, all my revenge was 
quickly turned into terror and compaſſion: 


his pangs and ſufferings, as it ſeemed, 
| vere transferred to my own perſon, and 


K nad 
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had L not turned away I ſhould have 
fainted on the ſpot. 46> | 

The Dey, from this time, hm | 
tremely fond of me, and familiar with me. | 
He allotted me an affluent penſion; with 
ſlaves, horſes, and attendants. He ſaid 1 

' ſhould be to him in the place of a nephew, 

| mne n 
of David Ofmyn.. th 

' Some time after, tidings were drought | 

that Caled'A murath of Fez, was making 
mighty preparations to invade his domi- 
nions. We will more than meet him 
half-way, cried the gallant Ali; perhaps 
we, may even prevent his e ex- 
pedition- He then fummoned his forces 
© from all quarters. I was preſent when 
he made a general muſter of them. His 
foot were more formidable, for their num 
| bers than their diſcipline ; but his horſe 
3 TROY ae eee 
nn a ieee e 


Con enen A ® 


— 78 


IAI REPROBATE REFORMED. 11 


The day before he ſet out, I threw my - - 
ſelf at his feet. I will go with you my 
maſter, I will go wich you, I cried. 1 
will not have any command or poſt of 
preference or honour ; I only deſire per- 


miſſion to fight by your ſide, that y ma 


witneſs hoy greatly 1 ſhall dare in your = 
cauſe; how ready I ſhall be to take, 
my owt boſom, Popes + canal 


be aimed at your boſom,” my father, 


No, David, "WAY en- know 


Lan Dom deen e „e 1 lte fr 
you" and that mjght ve matter of jealouſj 


and diſcontent 10 my captains. I wilt 


whom, you ate o eneamp within fight of . - 


my palace, and to keep theſe walls from 
violence, and my women from pollution. 


25 Ir 


Wy 
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But, while you ate their guatdian, beware 
that you do not turn an inwader, D, 
1 1 you W | 


11 dare: on, 


I would: not pardon you the invaſion of 
my bed, David Oſmyn! No, my lord, 1 
cried aloud, I cannot prove ungrateful. 
Though your women were as obvious to 


my walks as yonder pavement, and though 


adorned with more graces than their firſt 
mother in paradiſe, ' they ſhould. have no 
temptation for me, my maſter!· 

The next morning Ali began his march: 


and having eſcorted him a * on Wt 
way, I returned to iny charge. | 
That night, as I lay in my tent, Liv 


tocall myſelf to an account. David, ſaid 


I to my ſoul, thou haſt now gotten prefer» 
ment, and. riches, and honcurs; thou arts 
38 jt were, the ſecond man in the realm. 
and all this people have thee in high. eſti, 
mation; but art thou the better or the hap» 


pier man for all this, David ? Far other- 
wiſe, far otherwiſe. O frail and vein 


heart! theſe gauds and theſe glories have 
TROP pe. * wn they have drawn 
A painted 
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a painted veil between me and my God. 
To my chain, and my ſtraw; and my na- 
kedneſs l return me to them, O Lord! res: 


of 
1 


labours I was not then, indeed, gaming: 
oonqueits, and winning prizes; but I was 
near to obtaining the prize of the high 
„ aalling. My bady was not then adorned: 
; with gold and pearl ; are, 
in ** the pearl of mighty price. 
In about five weeks after, ag e 
taking, by moon light, my evening's walk 
of meditation, on the marble that check - 
ered the pavement befoge the palace, Mu- 


of the ſeraglio, came up and accolted me. 
Oſmyn, ſaid he, taking a bundle from un 


wrought purpoſely for c by the fingers: 


fair 


4IET 3 K 3 


|. 


&. ©" 


turn me to my ſlayvery, return me to my 


ley, an old black, aud clüüef of thegunnchs/ | 


der hie arm, 1 have here w-yrofent for on 
perot upon earth. It is a complete ſuit 


of thpſultana, as alſo: hy the finger, af her x: 


—— —ʒ 


. EEE 0 een, „ e 
flair and princely ſiſters. They have heard 
of your great atchievements during the 
feſtival, and they ſend you this in rewatd. 
So ſaying, he unfolded the robes to the 
moon. They were flowered with gold, 
pearls, and gems of ſuch a vivid luſtre as 
reflected her n with tenfold. * 
| 3 neſs, . 
| Gt ad PAY 1s . of me, Mules,” 
I demanded, in return for this ineſtimable 
2 : hongur and bqunty ? Nothing, ſaid Muley, 
but a ſingle hqur's attendance; to give 
hem a ſhort ſketch of your life and adven · 
tures.” Take back your preſents,” I cried, 
there is poiſon and death in them; Lill 
not betray the truſt that our maſter has 
repoſed in me. Nay, ſaid Muley, Laffirms 
to you that there is no ſuch tgntentiond 
Our ladies are all women of tlie ſevered? 
chaſtity. I will undertake to conduct, and 
reconduct you back in ſafety. Neither 
3F (amour n mne * | 
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They all live together, they love like _ | 


ſiſters, and no one keeps a ſecret from the 
other. However, they deſired me to tell 
you, that, if you are of a'fearful temper, 
thay will not. ee ne Ke 
Here I fel myſelf N No, Miley, by. 
I cried, I am no coward, I candeodinll ; 


honeſt dangers. I will attend yo. Buůt 


I will not ay, Maileys I will let r 
ladies know, that, in the cauſe of honour | 
and virtue, I can reſiſt all temptations, / 5, 
I then called a diſtant ſlave, whowaited 
my orders, and giving him the bundle, de- 
ſired him to lay it within my tent. Where 
now. Muley ? 5 I. I. r ' 
ſaid Muley. e eie e 
e then Ay et 4 Posen, 9 
wherein water was aceuſtomed to be raiſed. * 
by pulleys, to the halcony, and there ta 
ebenen tes upon the 


. 
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,- 
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38 obſerve you; But, if you get into this 
bucket, in a minute or two after, I will 


x16 - Davin; 4 

Tou muſt not enter any door of the 
lower ſtory, ſaid Muley ; for there our 
domeſtics inhabit, and might, propably, 


raiſe you by the pulleys, and take youu 
ra 

r en wont frony me, and /was 
admitted on ſtriking at a diſtant door; 


ing its firſt motion, jumped in, e 
conveyed to the top of the palace. 


„ ery e axis fo dnknbſa: 


and filence, and taking me by the hand, 
Jed me don by a ſew ſteps into a narrow 
apartment that Was ſcareely enlightened 
by a glimmering lamp. He there left me 
| again, giving me only a whiſpering pro- 
 miſe-that he would quickly retun. I 


waited for him long, however, under great 


jmpatience of getting ſpeedily back again. 
N 


while I ſtood þy the bucket, and, obſerv- 


wy" 
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hand, without ſpeakiug a word, he led me 
through a long and dark entry, till, coming 
to a folding-door, he touched a; ſpring; 
whereupon the door flew open on either 


ſide, and threw a eee u | 


; dazzled eyes. 4 | A? b 
The ſaloon upon which it . was 
profuſely. illuwinated,' and. moſt ſumptu- 


ouliy+ furniſhed; but my attention was 


quickly called from ſuch inferior objects. 
In the midſt a board was covered with an 
elegant collation. Around it were placed 
a great number of ſmall ſofas ;- and behinld 
each ſofa ſtood a lady nebly- adorned. but 
veiled from the head to the waiſt. 
Again Muley led me to the further ds 
while I made a:low.obeiſance. as I paſſed 


the company. He then compelled me ta  * 


fit, where, by a ſmall turn of my head, I 

could have a full proſpect of each fair one 
at table. Then, as by one notion, they 
were all inſtantly ſeated; and again, 2 
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by one motion, they all inſtantly threw 
up their veils, and I had like to have 
fallen backward with the faddenneſs of 
the luſtre that flaſhed upon my ſpirit. 
All the ladies ſmiled, and ſeemed de- 
lighted at my aſtomiſhment. The Sultans 
Adelaide ſat neareſt to me, on the right; 
and was no way diſtinguiſhed from het 
Gfters, but by a ſmall coronet of feathered 
diamonds that was inſerted in her lovely 
locks. - Oſmyn, faid ſhe, you ſeem u 
ing ſurprired; were you never jn a ſes 
ene before? Have you no ſeraglios in 
your country, 'Oſmyn? No, Madam, 1 
replied, we have nd ſeraglio in our oountry; 
but fure, no ſeraglio upon earth ever pro- 
duced ſuch and fo many beanties as now 
| ſtrike my eyes. Heaven alone can _ 
bit ſuch a conſtellation of luminaries. 
| | Would you not wiſh then, faid Adeleids; 
to have ſuch a ſeraglio of your own? No, 
Madan, 1 een; n love, in 


* 
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mad there can be no true 8 
ment: if ever I love, it can be but the 
one object, and her I ſhall love with my 
whole heart; true love will admit of no 
diviſion. Here ſhe. looked at me with a 
tenderneſs that funk into my ſoul, and, 
taking, out her handkerchief, ſhe 5 
away a ſwelling tear. | 

Another lady then demanded if we had 
not a woman-market, and if they were 
not {laves in my country, as they were 
here? No, Madam, I replied, our fair 
ones there are not the ſubjects of mer- 


No woman in England can be bound to 


any lover, ſave by ber own affections. 


There, it is death for any man to have 


mote than one wife, and that after a ſuit, 
perhaps of feveral years. A lady there, 
of equal beauties. to, the leaſt excellent in 
company, would be followed by hundreds 


hd (05.44% DAVTD A 
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| land our actions are as free as our hearts; 
and the ſenſibilities. of mutual love, be- 
tween thoſe of the fexes who feel that 
tender and enchanting paſſion, conſtitute 
the principal nn of which life » 
capable. 
Happy Engliſhwomen, boßyy Engl 
women! was echoed all around. | 
Alas, cried the lovely Adelaide, bes | 
very different is out fate! we are ſold, 
like ſervile brutes, to any brute of a maſter. 
We neither love, nor are beloved; as you 
now have convinced me, Oſmyn.' We 
are ſubjected to vile deſires, which we at 
once deteſt and ſuffer; and, when thoſe. 
defires are gratified, we are caſt away as 
common lumber, to make room for ſome 
new comer. Even high as I ſit here, the 
tavoured Sultana of my Lord, I may to- 
morrow be appointed to the meaneſt of- 
| ices of his houſehold. This, ſurely, can- 
n FRUSgy; for, as you have inti- 
| - g 


5 


ö 
| 
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mated, Oſmyn, and as I feel in my own 
ſoul, marriage can only confiſt in an uni- 


on of hearts. Love cannot be bought or 
fold; it is of too precious a nature; no- 
thing can purchaſe, nothing — 9 | 


fave its value in love alone. 


Here they preſſed me to tell them my 
ſtory ; and I confeſs,” to my ſhame, that, 


however vile I appeared in my own eyes, 


I was ambitious of appearing as bonour- 
able and deferving as poſſible in the eyes 
of the fair Adelaide. I therefore ſup- 
preſſed what was black, gloſſed over what 
was offenſive, 'and enlarged on every 
thing that I deemed nee in my 


| oe character. 


"The „ eee or ty the time 1 


A 


2 was the firſt to 955. my re- 


It was not yet day. I found Mu- 
175 in n. We came by the way we 
went; I ſtepped into the bucket, and he 


let me gently down. | Ya 


122 ner; - ws. 
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As I approached the pavement, I felt a 
hand behind that ſeized me violently by 
the ſhoulder, I ſprung out, and ſeizing 
the wretch by the throat, would inſtantly 
have plunged my poignard into his boſom'j 
but ſome power as ſuddenly arreſted my 
arm, and faid to my heart, Beware that 
thou add not nrurdet to adultery, David! 
While I heſitated, - a. number ruſhed 
| upon me unaware, they griped me by each 


arm, and wreſting the potgnard from me, 
they bound atiy hands behind, and led me 


to the cells of the Imams that ſtood ſomes 
thing aloof from one end of the palace. 
As ſoon. as they. had broupht lights; 
What, Oſmyn !. exclaimed their chief, can 
this be our renowned Oſmyn ? Is it thus 
that you repay the favours of your gene- 
rous.and kind maſter? . You are a Chriſ- 
tian, .cried another; has your Chriſt then 
taught you to betray the confidence and 
. e ee _— 15 was a 
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home ſtab; neo ey dexity but 
1 ſtood in a UT 4 e 9. 
opened not my lips. | 
Here they went apart, lth Ty con- 
ſulted a while, returned. Oſmyn, ſaid 
their chief, you are a brave and à won 
derful man, and it is a pity to loſe you, 


| 4 our ſecret is yet with us; and we ſwear | 


you, by our holy prophet, and by the 
terrible Alla, that if you perform the fin» 
gle pa vs A: we will bury what 
we know in a depth below the grave, and 
we will recommend you to the love of Ali, 
and the acclamation of all the people, and 


we will have you Joaded with preferments, 


and riches, and honours. Name it quick» 


riſk, at the loſs of my life, will perform 


it. It is, ſaid he, no more than to'abjurs - 


Chriſt, and to confeſs Mahomet, whoſe 


Lego and all the bleffings of his 


Joints e 


— 
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wn mall be ſhowered down i 
You. | 
l eee. and eig 
down my head, and ſhedding a filent teur, 
without daring to lift my thoughts to hea- 
ven: No, no, I cried, though Chriſt is no- 
thing to me, though I have no intereſt imm 
him; though be ſpurns and has rejected, 
me, for time, and for eternity; though Þ | 
have daily denied him by every action of 
my life; yet my tongue ſhall never deny' 
him. In poverty and nakedneſs, in dan 5 
gers and in dungeons, in death here and in 
hell e * mouth ſhall confeſa 
him. , | 136 ORs © 
a — they went kind again, and te- 
turning, told me, that I ſhould have two 
days to deliberate on their propoſal; . hut 
that, if I did not comply, I ſhould be im | 


paled alive on the third morning, with all 

. the additional jortuſes . art eng in4 ; 
vent, ae ng Ie. 2 Ys 
| | 585 They | 
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| They then put me into a covered kind 
of a waggon, and conveyed me to Algiers, 
where I'was caſt into a noiſome dungeon, 
dolted down to the ground with irons, ſuſ : 
tained- with coarſe bread and water, and 
not allowed a ray of light to divert my 


eo ent ee of 
| ey ftuation, - 


Mean time I A ee 0 n 
my reſolution, by repeating to myſelf the 
ſered promiſe, where Chriſt ſays, © Who- 


4 ſoever will confeſs me upon earth, bim 


«will T conſeſs before my father which 
is in heaven.“ Mite inteed, ſaid I, is 


bit a verbal conſeſfion ; but even that,” 


with what I am about to fuffer for 518 
fake, e eee e : 


I not acceptabls, in bis fight. 2 


Than hanged to e e eee 
ie I ſhuddered uf the thoughts" of it. 
A eng the day arrived.” The Imems 
_ rr 

12 ef don; 
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tion; but I ſtill perſiſted, though in terms 
' that were ſcarcely intelligible; for my 
tongue cleaved with e to AY 
my mouth, 
They then tripped me to theſe a | 
out of which alfo they took my nioney. 
with other yaluables, and every thing 1 
had in the world, and, having tied me to 
ewes th Me ia nes, 
| The chief Imam once more iked, if L 
would renounce the ſon of David but G.. 
made him no anſwer, for I was unable to 
ſpeak. I had ſeen the preparations; the 
ſtake in the hands of the exegutioners; 
the fires kindling about me, with horrid 
inſtruments ready to be put therein, fot 
the tearing of my e and n | 
fleſh from the bones. 
Could I then have 3 
to have turned my ſoul to God, and ta 
b. ih in that trying 
Abi! and 
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he would have given me ſtrength from on 


high, to defy all that men or devils. could - 


do unto, me: and I might now, in the 


regions of his, bounty and his hleſſedneſs, 


have been pouring forth my exiſtence, in 
the grateful and aſtoniſhed ſenſe. of his 
mercy to ſuch a ſinne. | 
| But when I.reflefted-on the writhings of 


Barbar, the barę-ſight of which my ſpi» _ 


rit was not able to ſupport; when I ſaw 
ſuch an apparatus of additional torments.; 
Kant executign, I uttetly loſt my ſenſes; 
I ſhrunk inward. with fear ;; my hairs ſtood | 
on end with horror; my tongue found 


ſudden utteranee, and I cried, Stay, ſtay, 


I will ſay, I will do whatever you enjon. 
The Imam then began to pronqunee n 


form of renunciation, Which he ordered 
me to repeat after, him; but I was ſo pant- 
ing and breathleſa, that they were obliged 
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do get a cordial for me to keep me from 
 tToonIng../ a 

As ſoon as my e ſometting 
reſtored; the Imam again began his im- 
pious ceremony, and I make no queſtion 
but 1 ſhould have gone through it, however 


9 abhorrent to my ſoul; but, in thut iuſtunt, 
we heard diſtant ſhouts und cries, as of | 
many people: the ſound of the clamours 


drew nearer and nearer; and ſor after, 


we ſaw anbes barping üs und fron the 


city. Their words became How as diſtinct 


| us they were audible; All is flain,'Ali is 
ſlain! was all-the ery ; und Au 


comes in full march upon us; + 
ere all turned ſuddenly from me, and 
flying ſeveral ways, left me unbound and 


alone, fitting cloſe by the ſtake.” Seeing 


this, I began' to recbver from the fearful 
and faint condition in which I was; and, 
rifing, I mals tie beſt of my way to the 


5 N 75 Thar Ce AO 


to 
- " 
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to ſet off with a number of fellows, much 
in my own plight, and, taking a run, 1 
fprung from the . into 9 the: at o 


u 4411 


A man then dnt" in Enelifh, if I 
2 of the ranſomed ? Yes, ranſomed, 
ranſomed, I cried; woridertully ranſomed 
indeed; whereupon, without further queſ- 
tion, they ſet up their ſail; and, in about 
two hours, we reached the ſhip which the 
conſul had appointed to take them in. | 

For the remainder of that day, I conti- 
nued in a ſtate that is hard to be coneeived, 
My head and ſtomach, at times, were diſ- 
ordered by ſick fits, and my foul hovered 
in an aſtoniſhed and fearful kind of doze, 
as one not rightly n e a __m_ : 
en Si 7 

Toward evening; 1 „ 3 
in the hold, and ſunk into a ſtate of utter 
oblivion, as I had not ſlept * the Rod: : 
NNE 9 * 
1 he 


) 


1 vivay; NS... 
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The day following I found my body 
ſomething refreſhed, but the ſituation of 
my mind was lie that of a diſturbed and 
tumbling ſea after a raging ſtorm. I looked 
around for comfort, but no comfort was 
near; I looked afar off, for hope, but no 
hope came in proſpect. The ſenſe of ex- : 
iſtence became a miley under which 1 


4 


te 


woas not able to bear up; and could I have 
bad my wiſh, creation would again have 
been ungreated, 34 Nen 


| During the whole of our voyage. I von- 

| tinued very nearly in this diſtemper vf 

ſpirit. For though at times I would entet 
into the fralies and jovial hamoum of he 
brew, yet my merti ment, at ſuch ſeaſons, 
was a merriment to madneſs; and T would 
again fink, precipitately, into a depth of 
Adaeſpondenee, whoſe Harkneſs would admit | 
"RP of conſolation. ISS 7 
The tempter would then urge 060 by 

tag, pl rde x yay nan, 
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to get rid of a being, that only ſerved to 
torment me. But again, the dread that 1 
might not get rid of that being, and that 
death might plunge me into a perpetuity 
of thoſe pangs in which Iſaw the wretched 
Barbar agonizing, this deterred me from - | 
haſtening the day of my horrid doom, and 
ſo I waifed in a gloomy and fearfuk 
looking out for judgment.” Noe pms 

I would then call myſelf, at dead of 
night, before that terrible judgment. Thou 
> | fend David, I would ſay, wherefore art 
thou ſunk in guilt above all that ever were 
guilty ? It was thy fortune to get three 
good and kind maſters, good and kind 
above thy wants, and even up to thy” 
wiſhes; and all theſe thou haft deceived, ' © 
thou haſt ſpoiled / and betrayed them. 
Even the Mafter of all maſters, the Maſter. - 
who was my freedom in the midft of my 
captivity, I was on the brink of denying - 
OE 907" II I ad 


| deny _ 
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deny him; I promiſed, I engaged, to re- t 
ject and deny him; and he will reject thee; 
through time, and through . be 
will deny thee, David! f 
One evening a fearful tempeſt act; | 
and while moſt of the crew gave ſome of 
| their little matters to the provedore for 
| liquors, and ſat, drowning the ſenſe of 
danger, and profanely carouſing, at one 
end of the ſhip, my.companions, who are 
preſent, were praying or ſinging glory to 
God in the other. Both partes invited 
me to join them, but I refuſed to be pax- 
taker with either; for I could not abet in 
others that wickedneſs which I condemned 
and.deteſted in myſelf; and I could not 
think of taking into my execrable mouth 
the ſacred name of that Chriſt to whom I 
had ſo lately turned a falſe apoſtate. In | 
the mean time, 1 eee the re- 


N vert 


3.4. at Daw. oi a. An. ae... i. — 


"the, 


THE REPROBATE REFORMED. 133 
!...... . 
the point of e the mariners to caſt 
me out. 8 . 5 
At . my dial . but my 
perturbations did not abate.” I wiſhed to 
repent, but l deemed myſelf paſt the poſ- 
ſibility of repentance ; und thus I conti-' 
nued in a ſtate of qiſſatisfaction and en- 
mity againſt myſelf, againſt my ant, 
agaiuſt man and woman kind. 

Having narrated theſe things to a Fatt 
in whoſe. goodneſs and piety I confided; 
and who had frequently adviſed and com- 
forted me, he bade me; on this occaſion; 
notwithſtanding all that had paſſed, to take 
courage, and by no means to caſt away all 
hope. Tour caſe ſaid he is bad enauſ;; 
you have indeed been a looſe liver anßg 
«+ occaſionally a dating finnery but your 
on conſcientious fears, magnify every 
thing againſt you, and paint you in your 
* „ ere worſe than you areLour 


to him who is as the ſhadow of a great 


, a 


| vip; on, — 1 


«© of ts; and to your own. PRE in 
*« reſiſting temptation, and the beſt" man 
+ that ever breathed, with no better de- 
*© pendance, muſt inevitably have fallen 
* to himſelf, againſt the powerful inſtiga- 
„ tions of fleſh and blood; and, vou 
* David, now know your own weakneſs, 
and taught by repeated experience, that 
1 jn ox of your own ſelf, you can no more 
*« ſtand againſt the enemies of your ſoul, 
„ when they aſſail you, than a tree ſeve- 
red from its root, and barely ſet on end, 
* can withſtand the aſſaults of an heavy 
_ ** tempeſt; keep, therefore, faſt by your 
root; nor once dare in your own might 
© to oppoſe yourſelf to a reed. Think of 
_ * the pit whence [you were hewn, and 
„apply tothe rock higher than you, cling” 


e rock in a weary land; the rock of ages, 
wennn peoples ſal- 
l : * vation; 
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moment muſt have been viſible in my 
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© vation; lean upon him, repoſe your 
*© whole confidence in him, and then your 
<< weakneſs will become itronger than an ar- 
my of bannert, and neither life, nor death. 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
„e en dingte ſhall henge- 
forth be able to feparate you from the 
love of God, which is in Chr Jeſus.” | 
Words cannot expreſs my feelings from 
this conſolatory addreſs, ſomething like the 

myſterious power of a new exiſtence, ot a 

tenovation that was actually life from the 
dead, fſhgok my whole frame, and at that 


voice, my geſture, and my whole derpean- 


our. Every ſin committed by me from my 


cradle, roſe up in ſuch multitudes, as nv" 
man could number, and threatened tq car- 


Impelled by the preſſure which theu over - 
whelmed me, I lifted up my penitent eyes 


mc, which exbibjted on che one hand 


N - 
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a thick foreboding cloud; but that cloud was 
ſtamped with a rainbow, and on the other 
ſuch a viſion to my. imagination as can 
never be forgotten. It was a voluminous 
ſcroll, on which all my deviations from 
duty, my infirmities and tranſgreſſions were 
written in legible and burniſhed characters. 
The ſentence which concluded the ſuperna- 
| tural inſtrument, can never be eraſed from 
1 my heart, Though hand join in hand, the 
wicked ſhall not be unpuniſhed. Immedi- 
ately the heavens ſeemed to open, and 
gently unfolded an azure cloud, with this 
gracious and important label. Behold the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the ſins of 
the world! So unſpeakably did all this 
tranſport me, that; like St. Paul, whether I * 
was in the body or out of the body, I can- 
not tell; but the things I then both heard 7 
and ſaw, were unutterable!. 
Nov falling on my knees, I criedout, with 
Wanne bands, J am henceforth thine, Q ) 
KR. heavpaly. 


ET —— — — ot ; — 
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** heavenly maſter! deign to accept the 

* humble” but unfeigned contrition of a 
”y ſinner, who bus no hope but in thy mer- 
Ly ey, and whotruſts ith unkgigned cant 
** dence in thy goodnefs,” Here 

Here I was however among a gang of 
heathens, both in words and deeds. They 
had np prayers, and were equally careleſs 
of their body and ſouls. Their lives were 
ſpent in an utter inſenſibility to all good, 
their language was loaded with blaſphemy, | 
and they had no more impreſſion either of 
the joys'or ſorrows of a life to come, than 
the brutgs that periſh, v1 

On board, were two brothers, hoforiker 
amity and brothetly aſfection were eſteemed 
and loved by alltheirſhipmates. The young - 
er was aſlender, delicate, handſome lad, of a 
freſh coinplexios, and Toft obliging man- 
ners. He became very fond of me, "and 


[a ri We often 
Nn, and "with forne, 


— 
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pathetic paſſages, he would. occaſionally 
be wonderfully. affected. This - raiſed in 
me a ſtrong attachment for a youth of ſuch | 
ſimplicity and ignorance as 1 myſelf had 

once been, I eagerly ſnatched every leiſure 
moment to inſtru& him and converſe with 
him on the great concern of out ſouls, - |. 
Me were driven by the ſevere ſtorm we 
© had juſt weathered, on the weſtern coaſt 
of Scotland, and landed -at Greenoch, a 
ſea - port town in that quarter, where we 
meant to refit and take in freſh proviſion, 


- We had not been two days aſhore, when | 


a violent quarrel happened between the two 
brothers. It was in a hollow, ſurrounded 
with 3 few ſtraggling aſh trees, about a 
mile in the country, where my ſolitary incli- 
nations had inſenſibly led me, and where 
my ears were powerfully aſſailed by, a 
ſhriek of extreme diſtreſs ! I Karted, and 
turning round, beheld the elder in the very 
act of ne his nen brother, . 1 
Wa | ruſhed 


J 
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ruſhed upon him with a-violence few-men 
would have been able to reſiſt, and without 
ſpeaking a word wreſted from him a dag - 
ger reeking with the blood of his brother! 
I extended my arm, and was on the point 
of plunging the weapon in the aggreſſor's 
boſom, but, for a ſudden impulſe, which 
eome acroſs me, that he might have fome 
dreadful guilt, on the part at his brother, 
to alledge in his own behalf, as an apolo- 
gy for this vaſi and barbatous action: 
What has provoked thee, Catiff, cried 1 
ſternly, to ſtab the young man? He then 
very ſubmiſſively requeſted me to ſpare his 
life, and he would explain to me the whole 
matter: I haſtened to examine the bleeding 
youth, who weltered in bis blood, and as 
it ſtruck me in the agonies of death, I was 
far from mortal, it had only ſcarified the 5 
right ſide, and before I attended to the 
mexits ee, we had = ſurgeon who 
wet * 


dreſſed him on RON Wenext had tim 
moved, and he lodged with bis fungus 
until able to come abroad. 

Thefs deothers want by therame of the 
Ofſwald's, and I was ſoon informed that the 
offence was given by my favourite, who had 
_ reſented his brother's attention to a woman, 
in very abuſi ve and irritating language. From 


= bis mild and gentle nature, this ſeemed to me 


very unaccountable. He did not however 
Lr ee ee e wy apprev 

henfion as he avowed. it. A | / 
The ſurgeon, as I was leaving the invalid, 
beckoned to me, and with a mighty comi 
face, aſked me what ſort of a patient I had 
committed to his care? The queſtion rather 
ſtartled me, and he jocofely obſerved, We 
tan had a very curious way of acconmoda- 
ting ourſelves at ſea with pretty girls. This 
| was plain language, and yet I did not under: 
ſtand him Then, ſaid be, in the perſon of 


| kth. eas wo youhuve: e to 
my 
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m y louſe a beautiful youpg lady, whoa 
been wearing the coarſe dreſs of an ordi- 
nary ſailor, and no doubt ſerving the crew 
as a ſervant of all work, during the voy- - 
age. My wife has but this moment made 
the diſcovery, and the gentleman does not 
in the leaſt ſuſpect we know his real ſex. 
No incident in my whole life, ſurprized me 
more than this, though a thouſandthingsin- 
ſtantly raſhed on my reeollection, which 
confirmed it; every one now joined me in 
bringing the affair to a full eclairciſſement. 
We aceordingly had the man, whoſe mur- 
der of his fellow I ſo providentiallß 
defeated, brought under immediate exami - 
nation. His ſhyneſs or fear, had hitherto _ 
kept him ſo much aloof,” that he knew 


nothing about the - preſent ſtate of th 


patient, and ſeemed conſiderably alarmed 
on the Tippoliudg: of WO hos 77 forhis 
en 0 | * 11 
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©* country,” ſaid Oſwald,* he began ariew, . 
© to upbraid me with what he called my 
„ rudgyieſs and profligacy, ſaying it was 
unmanly and baſe, to be ſo lioentious and 
„ worthleſs. His words yexed and ſtung 
* me ſo-much to the heart; that I could 
© not bear them, and flew upon him in a 
ce rage, when David ruſhed like a lion to 
his reſcue, and threw me down. Nor 
did I know but the wound received in 
* the ſcuffle,” had been fatal, though 1 
** ſeriouſly proteſt, I would rather have 
* killed myſelt, thay a "Pu man 1 
“ joved ſo well.“ 2 

He was then aſked whether ede 
ſhip, and among the crew, the ſex of the 

had ever been doubted, or called in 

e This ſeemed in ſome degree io 
diſconcert him, but though he believed no 
one'thought the young man a hero, as few 
had ever took him for a girl. Under- 
ſtanding however, that he was yet alive,” 
and that his own life was in no hazard, he 


* 
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took himſelf away with a light heart, and 
felt no further ſolicitude about the ſex of 
the patient. 
None but myſelf, the 33 and his 
family were yet in the ſecret. The cap- 
tain who had gone aſhore, on ſome par- 
ticular buſineſs, the moment we caſt anchor, 
had not yet returned, and knew nothing 
of what happened. He had juſt now hows» 
ever ſeen the man who left us, and heard 
enough to induce him to aſk. after the 
youth, to whom the ſurgeon did not now 
introduce him, but engaged him to dinner 
next day, and beſought his. leave from 
ſuch: pretences, as he thought proper. to in- 
vent, that I ſhould be of the barks... 
Mean while the patient had recovered ſo 
rapidly, as to lay aſide her difguiſe, ., Her 5 
luggage was brought. aſhore, and though it. 
' ſeemed only a bundle of rags, contained a 
conſiderable ſum of money, by which ſhe. 
waage 7. 1 ek a dreſs, as gave her. 
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4 « very different appearance from what ſhe 
derived from the babiliments of a Fern 
aye; 


e bolt 6:55 Eaadteab wal es 


gant, that I could ſcarcely believe my 


eyes, that ſhe was the ſame perſon, We 
were, of courſe, all very ſolicitous to know 
ſomewhat of her hiſtory, and what had 
induced her to engage herſelf in ſo ſtrange 
an adventure. It was with a ſenſible re- 
luctance ſhe yielded to our requeſt, and 
| truſted we would excuſe her brevity, as 
ſhe hardly knew how to mention failings 
which the could never recolle& without a 
degree of compunction and ſhame. 
Her father was ſtill a reputable mer- 
chant in one of the largeſt trading towns 
in England. She had been croffed in love, 
but found means many months ago, to | 
elope with het lover, who was afailor, and 
the ſon of a wealthy neighbour. They 
had known atid been mutually attached 
| ES from 
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from infancy, and he was diſliked by her 
family, only becauſe an inveterate aver- 
fion of an old ſtanding, had been enter- 
tatned againſt his. ' They agreed however 
to prefer their own inclinations, , to the 
A prejudices of their reſpective parents, and 
as he had a ſhip of his own; and was en- 
gaged.in a voyage of conſequence, ſhe 
| conſented to embark with him in aſailor's 
dreſs. Though charmed by the novelty 
of her ſituation, and the kind affiduities of 
her lover, her heart often ſmote her for the 
dereliction of her parents and her country, 
and the very diſguſting ſcenes of which 
{ - ſhe could not help being a ſpectator. The 
| captain was an humane elegant young 
| man, and not much calculated to keep his 
| crew in order. This occaſioned frequent 
| riots and mutinies, in which ſhe proved 
. herſelf eminently ſerviceable by her influ» 
once and aſcendancy, in conciliating theſe 
[| boiſterous ſpirits, and reaſoning them into 
By their 


\ 
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' tumultuous ſcenes. On all other 6ccafions 


TUB REPROBATE REFORMED. 147 


their ſenſes. 'She was often however mk 


frightened at the ferocity and extreme out- 


rage which frequently prevailed in theſe 


the crew regarded her as the captain's 
friend, who had entered on the voyage 


rather to indulge cariofity than acquire the | 


requiſites of a' ſeaman. In that capacity 
ſhe was deferred to in all their individual 
diſputes, and generally had the good for- 
tune, to reconcile ſuch as were at variance. 
Her cabin was next to the captain's, and 
having little to do aboard; ſhe but ſeldom 
appearedon deck. Her amuſement and 

buſineſs conſiſted in reading and writing, ; 
for which fie had abundant zeiſure, and ex- 


| cept, when alarmed by ill weather, or the 


ill humour of the men, ſhe could always 
find herſelf enough of employ, . 
© This-tranquility was ſoon interrupted. 


A veſſel very ſaperior to that in which ſhe 


was, both in ſize and.number of men, one 


e N 2 morning 


vavip; Wa in 238 


morning Gy, RR in Gght, and Ne on 
nearer inſpection to be a privateer, who 
had long infeſted the coaſt of Barbary, and 
filled the whole trade in theſe parts; with 
apprehenſion and terror, It was a maxim 
with theſe froeboctem, never to attack 3 
ſhip of ſuperiot force, yield to an inferior 
one, or give any quarter where their arms 
prevailed. - Though the Engliſh on this 


_ occaſion, were conſcious of great infe» 
_ riority, and though the captain, aware of 


his friend's extreme ſenſibility, would have 
gladly avoided an action in ſuch circumy 
ſtances, the temper of the crew, and the 
ſituation of the ſhip, rendered it indiſpen · 
fible. The onfet on both fides was furious, 
but the heathens ſoon overpowered the 
chriſtians, and while ſhe kept trembling in 


her cabin, more dead than alive, ſheperceiv» 


ed the captain (her lover) in the hands of the 
barbarians, who were about to deſtroy. 
bind, "Tis ayful ſpectacle ſo perfettly 

"FM * 
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overpowered her, that ſhe dropped down 
in a ſwoon, and continued ſo long inſenſi- 
ble, that ſhe never knew what was going 
forward, till ſne found berſelf aboard the 
enemy, among a group of fierce looking 
ruffians, whom ſhe expected every moment 
to diſpatch her. Fortunately they were all 
perfect ſtrangers to the Engliſh language, 
otherwiſe they muſt have detected her, as 
in the bitterneſs of her anguiſh, in bewail- 
ing the fate of her lover, ſhe occafionally 
betrayed” herſelf. - Nor could ſhe ever af- 

terwards learn what became of the veſſel, 
ot one of the crew. No words can deſcribe 

What ſhe ſuffered in this cruel condition, 
But whether theſe villains regarded her 
inſignificance with contempt, or her ſor- 
rows which certainly were obvious enough, 
with pity, ſhe knew not, but in a few days 
ſhe was enlarged, and enjoyed as much 
liberty as any one aboard. From that 
| tie hes-uſage became gentler and.gentler 
BITES 5 BB. every 


his companion. This ſhe thought a favour» 
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every day, wah ſhe ſhrewdly ſuſpotied 
they would ſell her for a ſlave, at the firſt 
market they could reach. But as they 
touched at a place, with the inhabitants of 


which they ſeemed perfectly familiar; 4 
Kranger came aboard one day, whoſe fea+ 


tures truck ber at firſt fight, as thoſe of 
an old acquaintance. In a moment he 


came cloſe up with ber, and ſhe had ſo 


full a view of him, that ſhe: could not be 
miſtaken, - He had been an apprentice- to 
her father, and left the country while ſhe 
was only a girl. The. recollection was 
almaſt too much for her, and while ſhe 
endeavoured to compoſe- berſelf, he wes 
{ſuddenly left to walk the deck, without 


able: opportunity, and embraced to-accalt 
him in Engliſh, She amuſed him with the 
beſt accounts ſhe could feign of who ſhe 
was, but intereſted him ſo much in het 
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takipg-ber aſhore. Here ſhe made him 
ſenſible that ſhe was a perfon who could 
afford to be tanſomed. By uſing her fa - 
ther's name, and the names of many per- 
ſons of reſpectability known to him, he 
was induced to procure her freedom. And 
means ſhe could moſt ſafely return. While 
they wete buſied in atranging this matter, 
the veſſel ordered by Goverument ſor re- 
ceiving the Engliſh flaves juſt ranfomed, 
arrived. It was immediately ſettled her at 
own. ſuggeſtion, that ber beſt way of get? 
ting back to Britain, was in the garb and 
profeſſion of a ſailor. Her agent who had 
done ber ſo much kindneſs, uſed bis influ 
enee withthe captain forher accommodation 
aud good uſage. And ſuch was the part the 
captain had ated that he was certain her 
friends would not ſuffer his kindueſs to go 
unewarded. He had not only allowed 
her . 
Lkngs but 


a2 bav ip: on, N 
.. 
but ſelected as her guardian and tutor, one 
of the moſt ſtaĩd and ſober men aboard, 
to whoſe care and civility ſhe found her- 
felf much indebted. And the late aſſault 
ſhe ſuffered from him, ſhe owned had been 
occaſioned by her irritability at the free- 
dom he was guilty of, wilt low women, 
and the coarſe ſarcaſms he threw out againſt 
her for not doing as he did, But ſhe thought 
him an honeſt fellow notwithſtanding, and 
heartily forgave him. There was ftill 
tioned, to-whoſe attentions, her obligations 
could not be repayed by any earthly com- 
penſation. She then pointed to me, and 
acknowledged ſhe had not known any thing 
like comfort or eaſe of mind for many a 
day, till ſhe met with me, and joined me 
An the perufal of the bible. It was only 
_ in that book and by my humble means, 
that ſhe ſaw her true picture, and found 
where her beſt intereſt lay. Never before 
© A. ; | could 


PPP 


THE REPROBATE REFORMED. 157 
Pe ESE err === ——— 
could the reconcile herſelf to the dreadful 
ſeries of diſaſters ſhe experienced, to the 
infatuation: which led her away from her 
father's houſe, and ber native land, while 
ſu perfectly unprepared for ſuch an adven- 
ture, to the loſs of the only man in the 
world, for whom ſhe had ever entertained 
the leaſt affection, and to the goodneſs of 
divine providence, in cireumftances ſo 
hoſtile, to every ſpecies of defrable indul 
gence. Ftom the leſſons of ; ſcripture, 
however, as explained and illuſtrated by 
me, ſhe was at length fully convinced that 
all had occurred for the beſt, that in her 
ſufferings much benefit was intended, that 
many particulars of a merciful complexion, 
which happened during her naval expedt» 


tion often came acroſs her mind, and left . : 


on it the deepeſt impretſi ons of gratitude 
and wonder. Amidit the moit imminent 
danger her worthleſs life had bitherto eſoa · 
ped ; and her ſpirits, which ſhe. never 
11175 '» a # - TEES LR drea t 
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dreamt could have carried ber through ſuch 
fatigue, had been thus ſtrangely ſupported. 
The. moſt ſurprizing and pleafing circum- 
ſtance of all to her, was, that notwithſtand- 
ing the varied rudeneſs and brutality to 
which ſhe was inevitably expoſed, her in- 
nocence was never once aſſaulted, and that 
ſhe once more put her feet on Britiſh | 
ground, in the ſame immaculate fate in 
which ſheleft it. All this ſhe piouſly aſcrib - 
ed to the preventing grace of God, which 
the emphatically adored, 1 
Wben the captain made bie appearance, | 
"i literally authenticated whatever in her 
ſtory related to him; and ſeemed only 
very much both pleaſed and ſurprized ſhe. 
was not diſcovered aboard. The Barbary 
merchant, who bad originally devolved 
the care of her home on him, requeſted 
him to uſe ber delicately, as ſhe was ſlen- 
der in make, and of reſpectable relations. 
m engagement he 3 to 


4 
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ich Falk as well as he could. He gave her 
ed. in charge to old Oſwald, his firſt mate, in 
Mm- KF whoſe honeſty he put the greateſt confis 
d- dence, and for the more ſecurity had them 
ng or pets. ogra 
_ name. 

” My mind in the mean time was in 
=; great agitation, and concevied unutterable 


in Things. Miſs Harvey, for that was her 
d- - , ſeemed to me as an angel, and 
hat the told of herſelf, diſcloſed ſuch a 


| Iſeries of providences, as were in my ap- 
„ || -prehenſion perfectly miraculous. It was 
ow plain why ſhe had appeared always 
Y [[- fo melancholy, and now preferred the 
2 mourning ſuit of a widow. She had tole- 
4 rably recovered of her grief, howeyer, but 
a there was ſtill a langour remaining about 
i her, that indicated want of tranquillity, 
5 0 She very earneſtly beſought me to accom- 
5 pany her to her father's houſe, in prefers 
ence to the e N had wy 
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offered her his ſervices for that 
And it ſuited his convenience better, 1 
| be could not ſo properly have left his ſhip, 
We now therefore parted with him in 
hopes of his calling on her the moment he 


could get round to n whas he 
was bound. 


Miſs Harvey, who had my whole hif- 
tory, as here detailed, completely by 
heart, inſiſted on our ſtopping at the firſt 


dreſs proper for my introducing her to her 
father. The Barbary merchant had pro- 
vided her with plenty of money, which 


moment ſhe got home, Her own for- 


' wholly at her own diſpoſal, independent 
of her father, whoſe only daughter ſhe 


at 


market town, and providing me with a 


The fail ſhould be punctually remitted the 


tune ſhe told me was handſome, and 
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was, and whoſe affairs ſhe left in a flouj- 
riſhing condition. It was agreed When 
we arrived at Briftol, for me to leave her 
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at the tavern, where the chaiſe put up, 
and wait on en en nn 
e ee t "we 
- Alas! che good old man a had Wenden 
heart, i in lamenting the fate of his daugh- 
ter, Who, it was here underſtood, had 
| periſhed with the young man, in ' whoſe 
company ſhe went to ſea. Her mother 
was however alive, in good health, 
in mourning, and the reſemblance be- 
tween her and ber daughter; ſtruck 
me exceedingly. She ſtartled to hear 
of her daughter, and ſuddenly dropped 
on the floor. A female relation who was. 
preſent; ſoon brought her to herſeW, 
and when her ſpirits were ſomewhat” be · 
calmed, ſhe enqured _ eagerly, when, 
where, and in what condition” ſhe could 
ſee her. We endeavoured all we could 
to reſtrain her impatience. She invited 
me to dine, and this was about two o clocckk 
in the aſternoon. I meant to have brought 
Miss Harvey in my ha nꝗghut ſhe had fol- 


loved 
** n 


and wholly at her diſpoſal. Upon re- 
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lowed me, and was all the while in an 
adjoining room. Not aware of this cir - 
cumſtance, I detained her mother and her 
friend, with the particulars of the ftory 
above related, more than enough, when 
ſhe fainted away from mere ſenſibility, as 
the ſervants had officiouſly diſcovered: to 
ber the true ſtate of the family. The 
buſtle this occaſioned, inſtantly brought 
us altogether, and ſaved a world of expla- 
nation and etiquette. The mother and 
daughter ruſhed into one another's arms, 
and never was an embrace ſo affecting. 
. It was a long time before they could ſpeak. 

. We deemed it adviſeable to retire. And 
from this lady, a near relation of the fa- 
mily, I learned that Miſs Harvey was now 
one of the richeſt heireſs in the country: 
that her father had left his immenſe for- 
tune to her, and in the event that ſhe 
never was heard of more, to ber mother, 


ak the be we e found them toleta - 
bly 
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bly ada; nd wens kighly: channel 
by their mutual affection, the one full of 
regret for what had paſt, and the other 
in raptures for having found her long loſt 
child. They entreated me to ſpend ſome 
time with them, but poor Miſs Harvey 
had no pleaſure in renewing any of het 
old connections. The flutter ſhe felt 
from the diverſity of the objects, which 
had paſſed before her, with ſo much 
rapidity, and in ſuch an uncouth ſhape, 
diverted her mind, from dwelling in- 
tenſely on the loſs of her lover But this 
tender concern now took full poſſeſſion 
of her heart. Her ſole delight was in 
reading her bible, and preparing for 
meeting her lover in the realms of immor- 
tality. She courted ſolitude, and though 
but juſt of age, and exquiſitely beautiful, 
denied herſelf all the indulgence of her 
ſex and years. In this manner ſhe evi- 
dently pined and ſoon began to waſte. 
Her M ans languid, and 
* . O 2 : after 


Carried off in a fever. Juſt before ſhe 


after dtooping a few weeks, 'was 3 


expired, ſhe called her mother and me to 
her bedfide, and addreſſed herſelf to us in 
theſe memorable words: - . 
.I am juſt a dying, and my poor 
heart is now at peace. To you, Das» 
vid, I am much indebted, for taaching 
* me how to die well, and deliver into 
« your hands an inſtrument, that will in-; 
* deed ill requite you for what you have 
done for me, but may convince you of 
* my affectionate gratitude, Ohl mother, 
Keep faſt by that man. His experience 
and piety will reconcile you to all your 
* misfortunes, and aid you in ſecuring 
an intereſt in the treaſures of eternity, 
% where you will both ſoon; follow 2 
„ my father, and my dear William. 
She ſaid no more, her mother was. in» 
conſolable, and though the deceaſed had 
bequeathed me a noble independence, I 
5 no inglinntion- ia leave the goad- Mrs. 
but vhs | _ Hayy * 


THE REPROBATE REFORMED., 16, 


all poſlible 4enderneſs. After ſeveral | 


months had paſſed, ſhe one day took me 
aſide, and told me ſhe confided in my 
good ſenſe and ä in what ſhe had 
to wks by 
+ Miſs Harvey adnetiond 1 l me 
65 ſaid, a ſtrong partiality, and could ſhe 
„have got the better of her illneſs; and 
** brought her mind to a ſecond attach» 
„ment, you muſt have been her choice. 
+ But this ſhe uniformly thought impoſ- 
* ſible, and even urged me to accept of 
% you as an huſband, knowing me not 
«© very much to exceed you in years, and 
thinking your obligations to the family, 
might render ſuch a match not ineligi- 
ble to you. Do not miſtake me Lapid, 
* you certainly have ſeen nothing in my 
conduct, indicating any ſuch inclina- 
tion. With all connections of this 
F<. ſort; it becomes me for ever ta have 
Es, Bey 2h And yet to retain you nearme 
in O 3 1 " * 


— 
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and in our family; for her ſake who is 


gone, as well as our own, is an object 
**. which J confeſs I have much at heart. 
What think you of Miſs Hart. She is 


** a ſerious well inclined girl, and is fin- 


* cerely fond of you.“ 


Madam, ſaid I, ſay no more, 1 bare 


frequently wiſhed it might be poſſible to 
bring matters to this ifſue, for to leave 


Fou, would break my heart, and to be ina 
| capacity of ſerving you, by every effort in 


my power, is allthe bleſfing 1 deſire on 
earth. It were enough that Miſs Hart is 


Four relation to make me love her, and | 


her own good qualities makes it impoſ- 
fible for almoſtany man to view her 
with indifference. / But let me beſeech 
you to believe her acoeſſion of fortune, 
by Miſs Harvey's deceaſe, mach n e 
ence on my affection. . 
The old lady faid ar OI bot 
forthwith led me to Miſs Hart, who was 
at work by herſelf, in the next room, and 
F . . * taking 
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taking her by the hand, put it in mine. 
* God bleſs you, my children, ſaid ſhe; | 
only permit me to continue in your 
.** ſociety, and beyour mother for the 
1 few years allottedme in this world. 
As the whole arrangement had been 
previoufly ſettled between them, Miſs 
Hart immediately fell on her knees with 
me, and we both very ſincerely thanked | 
her for all we had; and hoped from the 
mutual indulgence of each other, and 
earneſtly prayed we en 80 * _ 
die together. 

. In this ſociety, anion by a ele 
ped. of worthy people, we now make 
ſhift to be as happy as the earth can ren» 
der us. We have received of providence, 
a fey pledges of our mutual affection, and 
our primary buſineſs and pleaſure, is o 
ſuperintend their education. Our ſecond» 
ary concern is to occupy. ourſelves in la- 
bours of love. We have the means,'and 
nee heart, to 
* 75 communicate | 


"64 e are Ke.. 
| communicate liberally: of his | bommty 


All we have is but his gift, and for the 


uſe of it, we deem ourſelves ſtrictiy reſpem⸗ 15 
fible. In our habitual offices of huma- 
nity, the good Mrs. Harvey is a cordial 
and conſtant aſſociate, and ſuperintends 
the execution of all our charitable plans, 
with the ſagacity ann of an old 
| _—_ practitioner. / 13 ON £64 ta 
Such are the ratet ede 
alſo in which we rear our young ones, 
and there cannot be a more engatiag ſight 
under the canopy of heaven, than theses 
little endearing "creatures, making up io 
all they perceive in want, anxiouſly en> - 
quiring into whatever diſtreſſes them, and _ 
as ſolicitouſly in ſearch for the abodes of 


human miſery, as others ate after the 


neſts of birds, that our guilty propenſi - 
nes may even 3 them innocent. 
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